
 
 

 

 

What is Growing in My Garden? 

 

This time of year our flower beds and garden plots can turn green even before we plant 

anything.  With a few warm days, these weeds seem to pop up out of nowhere. Most of these 

weeds are what we call “Winter Annuals”.   

These weeds germinated and started to grow last fall.  They go dormant over the winter 

as very small plants.  As the weather warms up, they break their dormancy and growth begins.  

It is amazing how much they can grow in a short period of time.  Since they are an annual plant, 

they will complete their lifecycles. This means they will flower, produce seed and die off, by the 

first part of June. 

The question I most often get is, “How can I control these winter weeds in my garden?”.   

I do not recommend the use of a chemical herbicide for control of winter annuals. Home 

gardeners raise a variety of flowers and plants. Herbicide products are not labeled for use on all 

plants.  Therefore, I recommend hand weeding “Winter Annuals”. The best option is to hand pull 

them or hoe them out.  You will want to do this before they mature and produce seeds.  Over 

time, this will help decrease the weed population in your garden. 

 

Please continue scrolling, I have identified some of the more common winter annuals that you 

might find in your garden. 
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Common Chickweed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henbit 
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      Red Deadnettle 

 

  Carolina Geranium 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about winter annual weed control or any other garden questions, 

please contact… 

Richard Beckort, Extension Educator 

812-358-6101 or rbeckort@purdue.edu. 

 


