REGULATIONS AND GENERAL RULES
FOR 4-H LIVESTOCK EXHIBITS

FRAUD & DECEPTION

Fraud and/or deception will not be allowed relative to 4-H exhibits. Fraud and/or deception being

defined to include, but not limited to, the following:

1. Tampering (altering) and/or misrepresentation relative to an animal's breeding, age,
ownership, and/or method of preparation or completion;

2. Artificial enhancements of adding, removing and/or remedying physical filling under the skin,
use of artificial heels, methods to give the appearance or hair in locations where it is not
grown naturally; false switches; and,

3. Unethical fitting of animal exhibits considered as consisting of administration of any
substance (this includes, but is not limited to, carbonated beverages, alcoholic beverages,
forced consumption of water, etc.) or performance of any surgical procedure, altering the
animal's conformation and/or rendering its tissues unfit for human consumption at the time of
exhibition or subsequent slaughter. Exceptions include hoof trimming; dehorning; removal of
hair; manipulation of normally attached hair, and treatments or surgical procedures applied to
relieve pain and suffering of a sick or injured animal, providing such treatments do not render
the animal's tissues unfit for human consumption.

DETERMINATION OF FRAUD & DECEPTION

1. Specie Superintendent, Extension Youth Educator & 4-H Council President will determine if
fraud and deception have occurred.

2. Any suspected animals may be required upon conclusion of judging to submit to examination
or tests as prescribed by the 4-H Council.

3. If the Superintendent determines that fraud and deception have occurred, the result may be
disqualification by the superintendent in charge of that department.

PENALTY

Upon determination that fraud and/or deception has occurred prior to, during, or after judging,
any one or more of the following penalties may be imposed:

1. The exhibit in question may be immediately disqualified. (Reference Determination of Fraud
and Deception, above)
2. The exhibit may not be allowed to be sold in the Livestock Sale.
2a. In the case of an exhibit already sold at the Livestock sale, exhibitor may be required
to refund/return all sale money in excess of market value to the Decatur County Fair
Board; at the discretion of the Fair Board, the money will be returned to the buyer:
(NOTE: Placings of other exhibits will not be adjusted as a result of the imposition of this
penalty.)
3. Any or all premiums, trophies and awards won by the exhibitor in any or all Fair departments
may be withdrawn and required to be returned or refunded to the Fair Board.



4. The 4-H exhibitor may be barred from competition at the Decatur County Fair 4-H shows in
the project where the fraud or deception occurred for up to three years.

DUE PROCESS

The assessment of any or all penalties for fraud and/or deception, excepting immediate
disqualification (reference Determination of Fraud and Deception, above), shall follow the below
listed processes:

1. The director in charge of the department will determine which penalties to impose.

2. The exhibitor will be notified in writing of the penalties imposed.

3. Within 15 days of receiving written notification, the exhibitor may appeal the decision in

writing to the Decatur County 4-H Council.

4. A date will be set for a hearing by the 4-H Council and the exhibitor will be notified in

writing.
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