
 

  
*NOT ELIBLE FOR STATE FAIR – DECATUR COUNTY FAIR PROJECT ONLY* 

4-H’ers are invited to create a poster highlighting educational aspects of 

animals as part of the livestock industry and/or agriculture.  

Level 1 (3rd-5th Grade) Level 2 (6th-8th Grade) Level 3 (9th – 12th Grade) 

Purpose: 

1. To promote greater love of animals and humane attitude towards them.  

2. To develop an appreciation for animals, an understanding of their role in agriculture, 

and economic impacts of the livestock industry.  

3. To be better prepared for citizenship responsibilities through working in groups and 

supporting community projects and activities.  

4. To develop leadership, initiative and self-reliance.  

Requirements: 

1. 4-H Members does not need to own an animal to complete this project. The 4-H’er is 

NOT required to exhibit a livestock/animal at the county fair in order to complete the 

Science of Animals and Agriculture project.   

2. All entries must differ than the specie of livestock you have entered at the county fair. 

For example, if a 4-H’er is exhibiting beef, their entry must be about another species 

or agricultural/livestock topic. If a 4-H’er has a conflict completing a poster of a 

different species, choose a livestock topic or obtain permission from the 4-H Youth 

Development Extension Educator to choose the specie you entered in the county fair.  

3. The poster could focus on the following topics:  (YOU MUST SELECT DIFFERENT 

TOPICS EACH YEAR) 

a. Current livestock issues 

b. Animal industry career exploration 

c. Animal care or health of a particular breed 

d. Equipment used for livestock of a particular breed 

e. Origin of a particular breed 

f. Diseases affecting the breed 

g. Injury prevention for the animal.  

h. Animal nutrition needs 

i. Economic impacts of the livestock industry 

j. Animal ethics  

k. Animals with jobs (ex. Service Dogs)  



l. Livestock management 

m. Breeding for market or show purposes    

 

4. Species include alpacas, beef, cat, dairy, dog, goat, horse, llamas, poultry, rabbit, 

sheep, and swine.  It is required that all posters include a reference list indicating 

where information was obtained, giving credit to the original author, to complete the 

4-H exhibits.  This reference list should/might include web site links, people and 

professionals interviewed, books, magazines, etc. It is recommended this reference 

list be attached to the back of a poster or display board.  

5. Exhibit one poster, 22”x28” displayed horizontally, and backed with a stiff backing 

such as plywood, hardboard, foam board, or corrugated cardboard.  Total thickness 

should not be over ½ inch.  It should be covered with clear plastic and show what you 

have learned. (SEE POSTER DIAGRAM PAGE 237) 

6. Posters will be displayed in the Rabbit and Poultry barn (or other livestock facility on 

the fairgrounds) as a way to increase the educational experiences of both the 4-H 

member and the general public increasing agricultural literacy.  

7. Please take into consideration that these exhibits will be displayed inside of a barn 

and may not be returned to the exhibitor in the original condition at the time of entry.   
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