EMPOWERING HUMANITIES AGENDA - November 9, 2017
Facilitator: Carla MacDonald 
Secretary: Kyle Metzger 
I. Introductions
II. VITA Taxes - Kristy Wall
a. Free tax prep for families making $54,000 or less
b. “MyFreeTaxes” also offered to those making $66,000 or less – self-serve kiosk
c. Volunteers prepare taxes
d. Goal is 1,600 tax returns this year
e. Opening a site in Wabash as well
f. Have some capability to do international student taxes and small business tax
g. In need of volunteers! Volunteers are certified through IRS exam
h. Organizations can provide resources for participants 
i. Start taking appointments Jan 1
III. Helping Hands Community Garden - Natalie Porter
a. Open to everyone, no qualifications 
b. City provides water free of charge
c. Lots of weather-related issues in 2017; still able to harvest and distribute 10,325 pounds of food; Logged 1,005 visits from volunteers, up from 880 in 2016 and 522 in 2015; 198 first-time visitors; 72% said they consumed more fresh produce
d. Love INC received 7000 pounds of produce as well; some also went to Senior Pak
e. Will open to the public around July 1, 2018 for harvest (3 times weekly)
IV. Huntington Promise - Trace Hinesley
a. Through Lifelong Learning – we are now a part of Indiana Promise (which sprouted from Wabash Promise)
b. “Walk Into My Future” event happened at HU for all Kindergarten and First Graders on Sept 30
c. The push is to get students enrolled in direct 529 accounts
d. Only 31% of eligible 21st century scholars signed up – goal is 100%
e. How you can help:
i. The last week of November, we have a 1:1 donor match; anyone who enrolls will receive $25 just to enroll – encourage families to put $ into account
ii. Champions – can deposit $5.29 into a child’s account (or more)
iii. Like and share Huntington County Promise facebook page 
f. Students are 3x more likely to graduate from higher ed if they have an account
V. Sharing – Everyone
a. Lafontaine Center
i. Has openings – anyone 61 or older or 18 or older with mobility issue
b. Community Foundation
i. 3 Lilly Scholarship finalists
ii. Other scholarship opportunities will be available – available to non-traditional students as well
c. Prosecutor’s office/juvenile court
i. Every Friday there is a staffing for kids – if you work with youth and want to speak into resources for youth, contact Jamie Groves Jamie.groves@huntington.in.us
d.  Habitat for Humanity 
i. Huntington, Wells, and Allen County merged last year 
ii. Staci is still “boots on the ground” in Huntington
iii. Veterans Day Restore Sale – Saturday the 11th 
iv. Build on faith event – event for churches. Tickets are $80. May 17th, 2018
e. Parkview 
i. Successful job fair in October – hired 3 people into vacant positions 
f. Salvation Army
i. Ringing will start day after Thanksgiving – registertoring.com 
g. Energy Assistance
i. Appointments available between now and middle of January
h. Huntington House
i. Received grant for re-housing (rent, utilities, etc.)
i. YWCA
i. February – teen dating violence awareness month Q
j. HNHS Social & Human Services Class
i. Students observing – juniors and seniors; some interning around the community 
k. Huntington Schools
i. Raising of America Documentary – importance of early childhood education. Film showing on November 2, about 65 attended. 
l. United Way
i. 211 cards available – resources for those in need, live person 24/7
ii. If any organizations are interested in UW funding for 2018-2019, Letters of Intent due Feb 2
m. YSB
i. Open house 4-6pm November 9, 2017 
ii. Christmas open house December 13 from 11-1
iii. Replete high-fiber drinks available if anyone needs them
iv. Accepting nominations for Steve Bailey award (someone who made a difference in the lives of youth)
n. Library 
i. November’s calendar available
ii. School corporation and library are collaborating on community health education workshop – November 9th event is on lice; December is on “winter boredom busters”
o. Learning Center 
i. Pre-enrollment event (FAFSA and registration)
ii. Recently upgraded health services lab beds – if anyone needs a bed, contact Tiffanney 
p. Victory Noll
i. Open house on Sunday November 12th for entire campus from 1-4pm
q. Place of Grace
i. 5 openings for women
r. Boys & Girls Club
i. “Guiding Good Choices” class for parents dates finalized (flyer will be sent out); meet at café of hope, dinner and childcare available
ii. Will have 2 part time job openings at the beginning of the year
s. Love INC
i. Starting backpack program for middle and high school students; if you know students who need it, contact school counselor or Love INC
ii. Stuff-a-truck is November 10-12
iii. Christmas registration is open; $5 contribution per child to shop
iv. Walgreens is coming to Love INC on Friday the 17th for flu shots
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