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Although most folks think about lawn care in the spring, late fall is actually the best time to improve your lawn for the coming year.  A few simple maintenance steps now go a long way to strengthening your yard for the 2018 season.

Start by fertilizing your lawn with a high quality lawn fertilizer.  A strong, healthy yard that has the jump on weeds, pests, and diseases is always more likely to out-compete future challenges, and applying a fertilizer that contains 25 – 50% slow release fertilizer is a good start.  

Slow release means that the nitrogen will be available to your grass over time, and will be labelled “water insoluble” on the fertilizer bag or label.  A mix of both water soluble and water insoluble means your lawn will receive a large dose of nitrogen immediately (“soluble”) as well as additional amounts of nitrogen later into the fall (“insoluble”).  

Look for a lawn fertilizer that is high in nitrogen (the first number on the bag).  Recommended nitrogen application should be one pound of nitrogen per 1000 square feet in September.  If you have a 40 pound bag of a 30-0-5 lawn fertilizer the bag contains 12 pounds of nitrogen (30% of 40 pounds), and your bag will treat 12,000 square feet.  A second “winterizing” application of one pound to one and one quarter pounds should be applied to your lawn again in early November.

For enhanced weed control begin by checking your mower height, which should be set at 3 to 3.5 inches.  Thicker grass is more able to out-compete many weed species, and will especially do well against annual weeds just getting started from seeds next spring.  

For perennial broadleaf weeds like black medic, clover, or dandelions, the best months for control are September or October.  In these months weeds are preparing for winter by moving starches and nutrients from their leaves into their roots for storage.  Applying broadleaf herbicides at this time means the weeds will also pull herbicides into their roots, more effectively killing the weeds. Recommended products should include a lawn herbicide that contains a three-way mix of 2,4-D, mecoprop, and dicamba, which uses multiple products to  better control problem weeds.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thatch, which is the build-up of living and dead grass roots and stems between the living grass blades and the soil surface, should also be checked by using a shovel to remove a three inch deep slice from the lawn. If the thatch is more than 1/2 inch thick, the lawn should be core aerated or dethatched to break down the course material.  If thatch is over 3/4 inch you should aerate and then apply a 1/8 to 1/4 layer of soil or compost topdressing, which will add microorganisms to help break down the thatch.  Proper aeration or dethatching will best be done with power equipment available through rental stores or commercial lawn services, as hand tools, rakes, or riding mower attachments are rarely aggressive enough to correctly do the job.

For additional information on improving your home’s lawn, check out the free Purdue publication “Taking Care of Your Yard - The Homeowner’s Essential Guide to Lawns, Trees, Shrubs, and Garden Flowers” at https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/HO/HO-236-W.pdf .  

If you would like more information on this or other residential topics, please contact Purdue Extension – Dubois County at 812-482-1782 or kjeck@purdue.edu.
