
          
 

 
 

3RD – 4TH GRADES MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE OUTDOOR SKILLS DICIPLINE 
 
YOU MUST BE IN 5TH GRADE OR HIGHER TO PARTICIPATE IN 4-H  
SHOOTING SPORTS. 

EXCEPT FOR THE EXCEPTION OF PISTOL YOU MUST BE IN 7TH GRADE OR 
HIGHER 
 

GOALS: To teach the safe use of firearms on the shooting range, in field hunting and to 
instill home firearms responsibility.  To develop the skills to properly handle and fire various 
types of firearms. 
 
General Rules: 

1. Each boy/girl enrolled in the 4-H Shooting Sports project will also belong to a local  
 4-H club of their choosing.  

2. All parents are encouraged to attend the training and shooting meetings with their child(ren). 
3. Any member, regardless of age, in his/her first year of the 4-H Shooting Sports project, are 

encourage to attend the Basic Safety Course and I.D.N.R. Hunter Education Course before 
continuing any other project work.  In case of the older member just starting, the order in which 
he continues his/her project work will be determined by the instructors and/or project leader. 

4. Obtain written permission from parents (or legal guardian) to participate in the Decatur County 
4-H Shooting Sports project. 

5. Must have a working knowledge of the “Ten Commandments of Gun Safety”. 
6. Each member must attend the complete series of six (6) safety meetings or arrange with your 

instructor to make up any meetings missed and be able to pass a written examination before 
he/she will be allowed on the target range. 

7. The commands or instructions of the instructor MUST be followed immediately and completely, 
“HORSE PLAY” WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  The instructor has the right to ask any 
member to leave or to remove him/her from the firing line if his/her actions endanger 
himself/herself or his fellow members or the property around him/her. 

8. Members are limited to participate in two (2) disciplines per year. 
 
Objectives: 

1. Learn to handle a firearm safely and properly. 
2. Learn the Indiana laws concerning firearms as they relate to hunting. 
3. Learn the rules of “Safety on the Rifle Range”, “Safety of the Shotgun” and the “Safety of 

Muzzle Loading”. 
4. Learn to identify various kinds of firearms and ammunition. 
5. Learn to aim and fire a firearm on the target range. 
6. Be able to demonstrate some phase of gun safety or gun handling before your club. 

 
  



Safety Procedures: 

1. All weapons will be stored in racks immediately upon entering the range area.  The only time 
they will be removed will be to go to the line or leave the range area completely.  Weapons 
coming off the line will be immediately re-racked. 

2. All weapons will have open action at all times except when actually firing. 
3. Any weapons being carried to and from the line will keep the muzzle up and down range. 
1. A range officer will be in charge of the firing line.  He will give the command as to when to 

load and fire.  Anyone seeing an unsafe act can call a cease fire at which time all firing will 
stop immediately. 

2. Anyone disobeying the rules and commands at the range will be removed from the range and 
prohibited from re-entering until they have completed the range safety session again. 

 
General Requirements: 

1. A shooting sports record sheet showing personal objectives or goals and progress toward them 
must be completed each year.  Evaluation is based upon setting personal goals and progressing 
toward them, not absolute levels of skill or achievement. 

2. Each member must participate in at least five (5) educational, shooting, hunting or environmental 
habitat improvement, environmental awareness, wildlife or environmental activity.  Each class, 
workshop, field trip, shoot and the record sheet in the Shooting Sports book is considered an 
activity. 

3. Each participant must assist in teaching someone else about shooting sports, outdoor skills or the 
environment each year.  The requirements may be met with demonstrations, instructional 
exhibits, speeches, personal instruction, public awareness programs, helping leaders with 
instruction, or similar activities. 

4. Each participant must prepare an exhibit representing shooting sports each year.  The exhibit 
should show learning. 

5. Each participant must keep a shooting journal (log, diary) or field notebook each year.  A 
minimum of one entry is required annually, but the journal should reflect their participation in 
the program. 

6. Each participant must be involved in at least one community service activity and contribute to 
the overall welfare of the community and their club(s) each year.  Individual, club, school or 
community programs may be used to meet this requirement.  The activities need not be related to 
shooting sports or the environment, but we encourage those types of projects. 
 
Six Shooting Sports Disciplines: 

Archery - Shotgun - Rifle - Outdoor Skills - Muzzle Loading - Pistol 
 
Note:  A Completed Record Sheet found in the shooting sports manual must be included in  

  the green folder which 4-Hers must bring to the Extension office for review after the 
Fair. 

 
  



 
The 4-H shooting sports project teaches safe operation of firearms and archery equipment. 
Volunteer instructors must be certified at a workshop. Six disciplines are offered at the state 
level: archery, hunting, muzzle loading, pistol, rifle, and shotgun. The disciplines offered in any 
county will depend on the availability of certified 4-H shooting sports instructors to teach the 
classes, ranges, and equipment. 
Exhibit Introduction 
 
Create an exhibit that shows the public what you learned in shooting sports education this year. 
Exhibits must be displayed horizontally, sized 22" x 28", mounted on a firm backing (foam-core 
board or other), and covered in clear plastic or other transparent material. Be sure to include a 
label with your name, grade, and county. Title your exhibit with one of the following: archery, 
hunting outdoor skills, muzzleloading, pistol, rifle, shotgun, or shooting sports. You can use a 
subtitle, if you wish. Exhibits must be displayed horizontally, sized 22" x 28", mounted on a firm 
backing (foam-core board or other) (SEE POSTER DIAGRAM PAGE 247), and covered in 
clear plastic or other transparent material. Be sure to include a label with your name, grade, and 
county.  
 
It is recommended that all posters, notebooks, and display boards include a reference list 
indicating where information was obtained, giving credit to the original author, to complete the 
4-H member’s exhibit. This reference list should/might include web site links, people and 
professionals interviewed, books, magazines, etc. It is recommended this reference list be 
attached to the back of a poster or display board, be the last page of a notebook, or included as 
part of the display visible to the public. A judge is not to discredit an exhibit for the manner in 
which references are listed or a lack thereof. 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTES: 

o Firearms or ready to shoot bows are not allowed to be exhibited.  Unstrung bows are 
permissible. 

o Live ammunition is not allowed to be exhibited (no power or primer) 
o An arrow with its arrowhead attached must be displayed in a secure case. An arrowhead 

without the arrow attached must be displayed in a secure case. An arrow may be 
displayed unsecured if its arrowhead is removed.  Modern broadhead arrows are not 
allowed to be exhibited. 

o Displays involving firearms or bows may be exhibited as a photographic display on a 
poster or in a notebook following grade level guidelines. 

o Handmade items must include information explaining how the project was made and its 
intended use. Photos are encouraged. 

 
Grades 3rd through  5th   (one State Fair exhibit per county)  
Create an exhibit that shows the public what you learned in shooting sports education this year.  
 
Grade 6th  through  8th   (one State Fair exhibit per county) 
Choose one of the following options.  



Exhibits MUST meet the size restrictions or be presented in a notebook. 
1. Create an exhibit that shows the public what you learned in shooting sports education this 

year. Exhibits must be displayed horizontally, sized 22" x 28", mounted on a firm 
backing (foam-core board or other), and covered in clear plastic or other transparent 
material. Be sure to include a label with your name, grade, and county. Title your exhibit 
with one of the following: archery, hunting outdoor skills, muzzleloading, pistol, rifle, 
shotgun, or shooting sports. You can use a subtitle, if you wish.  Poster - 22”x28” 
displayed horizontally ad backed with a stiff backing such as plywood, hardboard, 
foamboard or corrugated cardboard.  Total thickness should not be over ½ inch.  (SEE 
POSTER DIAGRAM PAGE 247) 

2. Small project or model no larger than 18 x 18 x 36 inches.  
3. Notebook, showing how a shooting sports item was made, or project completed.  

 
Grade 9th through 12th   (one State Fair exhibit per county) 
Choose one of the following options.   

1. Create an exhibit that shows the public what you learned in shooting sports education this 
year. Exhibits must be displayed horizontally, sized 22" x 28", mounted on a firm backing 
(foam-core board or other), and covered in clear plastic or other transparent material. Be 
sure to include a label with your name, grade, and county. Title your exhibit with one of 
the following: archery, hunting outdoor skills, muzzleloading, pistol, rifle, shotgun, or 
shooting sports. You can use a subtitle, if you wish.  Poster - 22”x28” displayed 
horizontally ad backed with a stiff backing such as plywood, hardboard, foamboard or 
corrugated cardboard.  Total thickness should not be over ½ inch.  (SEE POSTER 
DIAGRAM PAGE 247)  

2. Project or model (any size) 
3. Notebook, showing how a shooting sports item was made, or project completed.  

 
Independent Study: Grades 9-12  (one State Fair exhibit per county) 
 
Exhibit 
Advanced topic - Learn all you can about an advanced shooting sports topic and present it on a 
poster. Include a short manuscript, pictures, graphs, and list of the works cited to describe what 
you did and what you learned. Title your poster, "Advanced Shooting Sports – Independent 
Study." 

Mentoring - exhibit a poster that shows how you mentored a younger 4-H member. Include your 
planning, the time you spent, the challenges and advantages of mentoring, and how the 
experience might be useful in your life. Photographs and other documentation are encouraged. 
Title your poster, "Advanced Shooting Sports - Mentor." 
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