
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Joyce (Swain) Kisner, Director 

Committee: Kendall Family, Heather Hirt-Koors, Joyce Holtkmap,  

Steve Gunn & Livestock Superintendents 
  

Contest Time:  Tuesday, July 16, at 6:30 pm 
  

Show Order:  Swine, Sheep, Goat, Beef, & Dairy 
 

Tom Swain 

1943-1973 

 Tom Swain was a Rush County native and active member of 4-H for many years.  He 

received his BS and MS degrees from Purdue University.  He was a former Youth Agent in 

Johnson County and an Agricultural Agent in Shelby County.  At the time of his death, he was 

the Agricultural Representative at the Decatur County Bank. Tom Swain was a 4-H livestock 

judge at county fairs and a strong 4-H supporter.    

 Tom Swain and his two sons were killed in an auto accident in 1973.  In honor of his 

interest and support of 4-H livestock projects, his family and friends established the Tom Swain 

Memorial Showmanship Contest. 

 

  RULES  
1.  Eligible showmen will be the first and second place members from the Expert Showmanship 

Classes of the 4-H beef, 4-H dairy, 4-H goat, 4-H sheep and 4-H swine. 

2. In the event that either of those two 4-H'ers do not elect to enter the contest, after the Expert 

Showmanship list is exalted for that species then the Reserve Senior Showman of that 

species will be selected to participate in the contest.  The selection of contestants will go no 

further than the Reserve Senior Showman and the contest will be conducted with the 

available contestants.  ALL Expert Showman will be placed in ranking order. 

3. The superintendent of each species will be responsible to see that ten animals are available 

for the contest. 

4. The representatives of each species may use their own animal and select other 4-H’ers 



animals, it is up to each contestant to line up other animals. 

5. There will be at least one and no more than two judges for the contest. 

6. Only a grand champion and a reserve grand champion will be selected. 

7. Comments and reasons may be given at the discretion of the judge or judges.  If reasons or 

comments are given they will not be made after each species.  They will be made after the 

contest is completed or not given at all.   

8. The show order will rotate each year with the exception of swine showing first each year 

due to the setup and teardown of pens.  The third species from the year before will be 

second, the fourth will be third and so on. 

9. A new fund has been established in 2011 by Joyce (Swain) Kisner.  Contributions may be 

made to this fund anytime by anyone.  Contributions will be accepted at First Federal 

Savings and Loan. 

 

AWARDS 

 

1. The Champion will be awarded a rotating trophy, to be kept in their possession until the 

next contest.  The Champion award is sponsored by Joyce (Swain) Kisner & Family. 

2. The Reserve Champion award is sponsored by the Greensburg Optimist Club. 

3. Each participant will receive a medallion provided by the Animal Medical Hospital. 

4. Hirt Family Farms & Koors Cattle Company will award knit shirts to each one of the 

contestants who participates in the contest. 

5. Alan & Kathy Meyer and family-Meyer Shorthorns will sponsor a duffle bag to the 

Champion. 
 


