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Steve Gunn        2019 Superintendent    

Nathan Nobbe       2020 Superintendent  

David and Becky Vanderbur            Project Leader    
 

Show Date: July 15th  Start Time:  9:30 A.M. 

 

Beef Project Enrollment 

Deadline 

Tagging Requirements State 

Fair 

Beef Weigh–In January 12 Commercial Heifers and Steers 

All Calves must be halter broke to lead 

Yes 

Steers April 1 840-RFID tag and 5-digit county tag and DNA Sample Yes 

Commercial 

Heifers 

April 1 840-RFID tag and 5-digit county tag and DNA Sample 
If you are having issues with obtaining papers tag the heifer in as a 

commercial. 

Registered Heifers can show with matching tattoo as a commercial 

heifer 

Yes 

Registered 

Heifers 

May 15 840-RFID tag and 5-digit county tag and DNA Sample Yes 

Cow/Calf  May 15 840-RFID tag and 5-digit county tag OR Tattoo No 

Starter Calf May 15 840-RFID tag and 5-digit county tag OR Tattoo No 

 

Tag and Tattoo Requirements 

1. All steers, heifers, cow-calf pairs and starter calves must be RFID tagged.  The 840-RFID 

tags may be obtained from the Extension Office, at weigh-in, or purchased from a vet 

supply company.  The 5-digit county tags are obtained at weigh-in for steers and 

commercial heifers.  The Extension Office also has official Cow/Calf Id Tags for 

identification. 

2. The tagging information must be accurately listed in the 4HOnline System 

(https://in.4honline.com).  

3. Any animal not officially enrolled by the enrollment date is not eligible to show at the 

county or state fair.   

4. Be accurate when entering 840-RFID numbers.  It might be helpful to take a picture of 

the RFID tag before placing it in the animal’s ears.  It also may be helpful to write the 

840-RFID tag information on your registration papers.   

5. Registered animals must have legible tattoos that correspond to their papers.  Papers must 

be brought to the 4-H Fair to show as a breed animal.  Please check to see that the tattoo 

is in the ear prior to the fair and it can be clearly read. 
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Hard Copy Paper Requirements 

 

Commercial Heifers & Steers paperwork due by April 1st  

Registered Heifers paperwork due by May15th.  

 

All forms listed below may be downloaded from Decatur County Website or picked up from 

extension office.   

1. Commercial Heifer & Steers by April 1st  

2. County Bred and Owned Animals by May 15th  

3. Cow Calf Pairs by May 15th  

4. Registered Heifers by May 15th  

Project Requirements 

1. One (1) or more animals fed and cared for by member by May 15th (or earlier for weigh-

in) 

2. Beef Animal Livestock Forms Completed and Returned at check-in 

 

Exhibit 

A 4-H member may enroll a maximum of ten (10) steers, six (6) dairy steers, ten (10) 

commercial heifers, and ten (10) registered heifers.  However, not more than 2 animals may be 

entered in any one class.   

 

 

**2019 FAIR INFORMATION** 
 

General Beef Rules 

1. Follow the General Livestock Requirements for care, ownership deadlines, and Indiana 

4HOnline entry dates.  

2. Additional questions and situations will be handled by the species livestock 

superintendent, Youth Educator, and 4-H Council President. 

3. Classes offered: 

a. Registered breed animals will have the option of showing in crossbred/commercial 

classes, with papers and legible tattoos.  This must be declared at check-in. 

b. Registration papers for heifers and steers must be presented at check-in at the 4-H 

Fair.  Steers and heifers without registration papers will be placed in the crossbred 

class if they have an 840-RFID tag and a county 5-digit tag. 

4. In the event a member does not wish to compete for Reserve Grand Champion, their calf 

may be removed immediately following the choosing of the Grand Champion and the 

Reserve Breed Champion calf enters the ring in its place.  

5. If a member has more than 1 animal in a class or, for some reason, cannot show their 

animal in a class, another Decatur County 4-H member may show for the exhibitor. 

6. Only county issued, five (5) digit ear tags or fifteen (15) digit RFID tags will be 

permitted. ALL OTHER EAR TAGS WILL BE REMOVED DURING THE 

CHECK-IN PROCESS. 

7. 2019 YQCA is a mandatory class for all 4-Her’s taking livestock. This is a county 
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and State Fair requirement. Please see General Livestock Rules #2, page 33. 

 

4-H Market Steer Qualifications 

1. Beef steers will be shown by breed and weight.  Breed steers may be shown in the 

commercial division. 

2. Breed steers must have a legible tattoo that matches their registration paper, a 840-RFID 

tag, and a 5-digit county tag.  

3. Registration paper work needs to be presented to the registration table for the steers 

confirmation of ownership against their 4HOnline enrollment at the time of check-in. 

 

4-H Heifer Qualifications 

1. Purebred Heifers will be shown by breed and age.  Purebred heifers must have 

registration papers from their breed association.  The tattoo must be legible and match 

both the registration paper the 4Honline enrollment.  

a. All breeds (except commercial) will be shown by breed and will be divided by 

date of Sept 1, 2017 through June 30, 2019 for fair time.  You must choose 

between a starter calf class or a Heifer class. 

b. Registered heifers that meet these standards can show as a commercial heifer. 

c. Registered heifers that do not meet these standards can only show as a 

commercial heifer if their tattoos and RFID tag match their 4-H Animal 

Enrollment at the county level.  

2. Purebred heifers must have a legible tattoo that matches their registration paper, a 840-

RFID tag, and a 5-digit county tag.  

3. Registration paper work needs to be presented to the registration table the for heifers to 

confirmation of ownership against their 4HOnline enrollment at the time of check-in 

4. Commercial heifers must have a fifteen (15) digit RFID tag and be individually identified 

with a five digit ear tag on the county tagging date or have matching papers with legible 

tattoos.  Heifers in the commercial heifer show will be divided into groups by weight 

rather than by age. 

 

Cow Calf Pairs   

1. Cow can be of any age and the calf must be no older than January 1 of the current year. 

2. The classes will be divided by the age of the cow. 

3. Cow calf pairs must be enrolled via the 4HOnline System and have hard copy paper 

forms filed at the Extension Office by May 15th. 

4. The cow must have an official 840-RFID tag.  In addition a legible tattoo OR 5-digit 

county tag is necessary.   

5. The calf must also have an 840-RFID tag and legible tattoo OR official 5-digit county 

tag. 

6. Cow/calf pairs must be nursing.  No weaned pairs. 

7. Cow/calf pairs have the option to come in on the day of fair check-in or up to the day of 

show, July 15 by 8am. 
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Starter Calf 

1. Calves must have been born between January 1 and May 15th of current year and enrolled 

in the Indiana 4HOnline System by the May 15th deadline.  Hard copy paper forms are 

due at the Extension Office. 

2. These calves may be purebred, crossbred, or combination of both, but must be 100% beef 

blood 

3. Animals must be owned by May 15.  

4. Calves must be identified with an 840-RFID tag.  The calf must also have tattoo OR an 

official 5-digit county tag. 

5. Female Calves will show by weight.  Male calves will be shown by weight. 

6. Starter calves have the option to come in on the day of fair check-in or up to the day of 

show, July 15 by 8am. 

 

Decatur County Born and Raised Steer and Heifers Requirements 

1. Hard copy, paper enrollment forms must be filled out and turned in by May 15th extension 

office.  Forms available online or at extension office. 

2. Steers and heifers must be born in Decatur County and raised by a Decatur County 4-H 

Member. 

3. There will be breed champions selected for Decatur County calves, as well as an overall 

Grand and Reserve Grand animal selected 

 

Rate of Gain 

Rate of Gain Contest is conducted each year to recognize the 4-H Beef project members whose 

steers make the greatest rate of gain from the official county weigh-in date.   

 

Showmanship 

Showmanship shall be at the end of the beef show. 

 Beginner Showmanship  3rd – 5th grade 

 Intermediate Showmanship  6th - 8th grade 

 Senior Showmanship   9th – 12th grade 

 Expert Showmanship   Previous Winners of Senior Showmanship 

 

1.  Categories are for grade completed. 

2. After winning, Beginner, Intermediate, or Senior Showmanship, the member must 

advance to the next level the following year or has the option to advance the current year.  

 

Barn Set-Up, Arrival, and Release 

1. Barn Set - Up 

a. 4-H members should complete the stalling cards when mailed for reservation of 

space at the fair and note if they want to be stalled with a specific person. Stalling 

requests are not guaranteed, but efforts will be made to honor requests.  

b. For Pen Fee’s please see General Livestock Rules #15 page 33. 

c. Barn Set-Up will be announced by the superintendent prior to the start of the fair.  

Bark will be provided. 
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d. Fans will blow east to west.  If you prefer fans to blow on a particular side of your 

animal please make note on stalling card. Fans must not be larger than 24 inches in 

diameter.  No butt fans. 

2. Arrival 

a. Check-in and weigh-in for steers and heifers beef will be on Saturday, July 13th 

from 8:00 to 11:00 am. Animals will only be weighed once upon check-in/unload 

from trailer for official weight. 

b. All animals must wear safety ropes while at the Fair.  

3. Tie Outs 

a. Tie outs of beef cattle will be permitted after 7:00 p.m.  All cattle shall be in the 

barns by 8:30 a.m. on the following morning. All tie out bedding will be provided 

by the exhibitors and cleaned up by the exhibitors.  Be aware of your surroundings 

coming to and from tie outs.  Most fair goers do not pay attention when driving 

around the tie outs.  PAY ATTENTION!!  Tying out your animal during the tie out 

times is at your discretion.  

    
    

 


