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What is 4-H? 
 
4-H is an extracurricular, volunteer led, family-oriented program. 
 
4-H is activities for boys and girls in grades 3 through 12.  4-H also offers activities to boys 

and girls in grades 1-2.  This group of youth is referred to as Future or Mini 4-H members. 

The 4-H grade is determined by the grade of the member during the enrollment process. 

 

4-H is for youths of all backgrounds regardless of color, race, national origin, sex, handicap, 

living space (rural, urban, etc.) sexual orientation, and more. 
 
4-H helps young people develop life skills. A life skill is an ability that one can use in everyday 
life.  The basic life skills are: 
 

1. Building self -confidence. 
2. Developing an inquiring mind and making decisions.  
3. Setting and meeting goals. 
4. Relating to other people. 
5. Developing a concern for the community . 
6. Developing leadership skills. 

 

MOTTO 
 

"To make the best better." 

 

EMBLEM 
 

The 4-H emblem is the four-leaf clover with the letter “H” on each leaf.  The Hs stand for 

Head, Heart, Hands, and Health. The clover’s stem must point to the right. The 4-H emblem 

should appear in specific colors and in its entirety. No text or graphics may be superimposed 

over the top of one of the leaves nor may it appear as a watermark behind other information. 

 
A 4-H member or volunteer is permitted to use the 4-H Name & Emblem once a program 
charter is issued to their recognized 4-H club or group. Commercial venders, private 
organizations, or other entities need to contact the local Extension office to determine steps 
necessary to use the 4-H Name & Emblem. Extensive penalties may be given for 
unauthorized use of the 4-H Name & Emblem. 

 
Fun Fact about the 4-H Emblem: The 4-H Emblem is federally 
protected under Section 18 US Code 707 and belongs to the 
Congress of the United States. The official emblem is green with 
white H’s – the 4-H Colors. 

 

The 4-H Name & Emblem is a highly valued mark within our 

country’s history. It is in a category similar to the Presidential Seal 

and the Olympic Emblem. It has federal protection deemed higher 

than a trademark or copyright. The United States Secretary of 

Agriculture oversees usage of the 4-H Name & Emblem. 
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COLORS 
 
The 4-H colors are green and white. Green symbolizes nature's most common color and 
represents life, springtime, and youth.  White symbolizes purity. 

 

THE 4-H PLEDGE 
 

The pledge tells what 4-H is all about. 4-H has as its goal, the four-fold 

development of its youth: Head, Heart, Hands, and Health. Saying the pledge 

has prominent places in 4-H activities, at regular 4-H meetings, achievement 

days, other club events, and country, state, and national events. Each part of 

the pledge has a corresponding action that is made while being said – 

denoted here in parentheses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I  p ledge 
My head to clearer thinking 

(right hand points to head) 

My heart to greater loyalty 
(right hand is placed over heart) 

My hands to larger 
service, and (arms slightly bent 
to front with palms up) 

My health to better living 
(arms moved down to side of the 
body)  

For my club, my 
community, My country, and my 
world. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
More than 7 million boys and girls are 4-H members throughout the United States.  In 
Indiana there are over 285,000 boys and girls who are 4-H members. Decatur County 
currently has a 4-H enrollment of about 580(minis and regular members) 

 

4-H YEAR 
 
A new 4-H year starts September of each year and ends at the conclusion of the Indiana 
State Fair. 

October 1-January15 Typical enrollment period. 

January-April Get 4-H books/manuals from Extension Office or 4-H leaders at 4-
H meetings. 

January-June Participate in 4-H meetings, work on 4-H manuals/record 
sheets, consider project to exhibit at the 4-H fair. 

May 15   Drop/add deadline for projects 

June-July  Attend your club to make sure your book(s) and record sheet  
  are signed with completed records  

Early July   Check in (entry) of 4-H projects at the county 4-H fair  

August   Visit the Indiana State Fair 

 
 

AGE FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
4-H membership is open to all boys and girls in Decatur County who will be in grades 3 
through 12. Youth may participate a maximum of ten years in traditional 4-H. 
 
An individual’s 4-H grade is determined by the school grade in which he or she is in January 
1 he or she enrolls in 4-H. A member does not advance in 4-H until he or she enrolls in 4-H 
for the subsequent school year. 
 
All young persons in kindergarten, first and second grades may participate in the Clover 
Bud/Mini 4-H program. 
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4-H PARENT (HOME HELPER) 
 

Purpose: Provide support to your child in 4-H.  
 
Responsibilities: 

1. Help your child enroll in the 4-H Club and meet the 4-H requirements. 
2. Help your child select one or more suitable 4-H Projects to complete. 
3. Make sure your child attends the 4-H Club meetings. Post and help your child use the 

club calendar.  Provide or arrange for transportation. 
4. Help your child to complete any 4-H responsibilities he or she may have volunteered for, 

been elected to, or selected for. 
5. Attend at least three Club meetings (the first and two others). 
6. Help with at least one 4-H club activity during the 4-H year. Volunteer, don't wait to be 

asked. 
7. Support your child's 4-H project work. 

a. Make sure your child attends any project workshops.  Provide or arrange for 
transportation. 

b. Help your child gather any materials needed. 
c. Help your child complete one or more articles for exhibit and make sure he/she can 

exhibit them at the County 4-H Fair. Provide transportation and encouragement. 
d. Help your child complete, and turn in on time, 4-H project records. 

 
Assistance Available: 

1. 4-H Club Organizational Leader 6. Purdue University Cooperative 

2. 4-H Project Leader Extension Office - Decatur County 

3. Experienced 4-H Parents 812-663-8388 or https://extension.purdue.edu/decatur 

4. 4-H Project Manuals Or Email Teri Hornberger at hornberg@purdue.edu  

5. 4-H Project Records  

 
Time Commitment: 

One 4-H year includes about 1.5 hours per month for club meetings and time each 
week for 4-H project work.  A total of 15-30 hours per year is expected. 
 
Benefits: 

Help your child learn and grow, share experiences with your child, improve relationships 
with your child, make a contribution to youth in your community, and develop a sense of 
accomplishment. 
 
Qualifications: 

· Interest in child's activities. 
· Commitment of time and energy to 4-H members. 
· Ability to assist , but still allow the member to do his/her own work. 

 
 
 

  

https://extension.purdue.edu/decatur
mailto:hornberg@purdue.edu
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OTHER WAYS THAT 4-H PARENTS CAN HELP 
 

1. Learn about 4-H: what it stands for, how it operates, how it is funded. 
2. Advise your child in selecting 4-H projects. 
3. Show your interest and enthusiasm for the projects selected.  Find out what is 

suggested f or the mem bers to do and learn. 
4. See that when a project is started, it is also completed. 
5. Encourage your 4-Her when he/she succeeds and provide even more 

encouragement when he/she f ails. 
6. Be an example!  Help you r 4-Her to be a good sport, and appreciate the 

successes of others. 
7. Keep informed about 4-H through information that comes to mem bers of you r 

family.  Be a 4-H booster in your community. 
8. Make 4-H Club work FA MILY work, but, let the boys and girls do their work and 

carry their own jobs to compl etion.  Be their guide only. 
9. Provide transportation to local meetings and county events in which your child 

and others of the club are interested.   Or, provide refreshments for meetings or 
special functions.  Don't wait to be asked; just volunteer this help! 

10. A ttend 4-H meetings and other special events. 
11. Help your 4-Her find a way to participate in special events that interest him/ her 

such as county contests, camps, Fairs, displays, or shows. 
12. Support your local 4-H leaders. Get acquainted with them.  Let them know you 

appreciate thei r efforts. 
13. Offer you r services to assist the local leaders.  You have knowledge and skills 

that are needed in 4-H. 
14. If the need arises, help find local leaders for you r 4-H Club.  Several kinds of 

leaders are needed: organization, project, and activity leaders.  Consider helping 
in one of these ways yourself.  Volunteer applications are avai lable at the 
Extension Office.  

15. Remember that the real object of 4-H is to develop your sons and daughters into finer 
citizens. The way they work on projects, participate in meetings, and conduct 
themselves at competitive events, etc., will help set work and character standards for the 
rest of their lives. 
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Do's and Don’ts of Being a 4-H Parent 

DO’S: 
 DO take time to learn about 4-H, what it stands for, and how it operates 

 DO advise your son or daughter in selecting 4-H projects. Help them select a project 

they are interested in, have the ability to accomplish, and one for which you can help 

furnish needed materials, facilities, financing, and guidance. 

 DO keep in mind that the most important goal of 4-H is personal growth of the 

individual. 

 DO help your youth see the progress they have made and knowledge they have 

gained and not just focus only on the end result. Give them encouragement when 

they succeed and even more when he/she fails. Judging events are all about 

learning, not the awards. Whatever ratings are given or scores received, help 

your child to see progress made, things learned, goals that have been reached and 

areas to focus on in the future. 

 DO volunteer your hobbies and talents to 4-H leaders and 4-H youth. 

 DO keep informed of 4-H deadlines, activities, and events by taking the time to read 

the monthly newsletters, emails, Facebook posts, or whatever method of 

communication between your local Extension Office is with the families. 

 DO help youth by guiding and supporting them, not by doing their project for 

them so they can develop their own life skills. This may include some bumps and 

bruises along the way, but in the end the 4-H member will be better off if they 

know that the 4-H project was their own work! 

 DO ASK QUESTIONS! 4-H has its own culture and language, so don’t be afraid to 

ask questions.  
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DON’TS 
 DON’T do your child’s projects for them, even though you may be able to do it faster, 

better, simpler, and with much less mess. Remember 4-H is Learning by Doing. 

 DON’T discourage a child’s enthusiasm by providing too much corrective influence or 

criticism. 

 DON’T let the desire to win overpower your child’s ability to learn. Do keep in mind 

that the 4-H experience should be an educational one. 

 DON’T schedule family outings which constantly conflict with your child’s  

4-H schedule. 

 DON’T view your child as an extension of yourself. Don’t view his/her success or failure 

as a reflection of your ability or worth. 

 DON’T assume your child is always right. 

 DON’T be disrespectful to the judges when your child didn’t get the award or color 

of ribbon you thought they should have received. Remember, the judge’s opinion is 

just one person’s opinion. 
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Mini/Cloverbuds 

 Make new friends 

 Have Fun  

 Make things  

 Show and tell  

 Play  
      games 

 

Ages 

5-7 

 
4-H Clubs and 

Programs 

 Make new friends  

 Have fun  

 Explore your 
interests  

 Create an exhibit  

 Go on tours  

 Attend workshops 

Ages 

8-18 

Serve Your 
Community 

 

 Help others 

 Give to others 

 Plan a service 
activity 

Ages 

13-18 

Attend 4-H Camp 

 Gain independence 

 Experience adventure 
and challenges 

 Make new friends 

 Try new things 

Learn to be a Leader 

∙ Train  ∙ Practice  ∙ Do 

      

 
 
 

Be a Leader 
 

 Be confident 

 Be competent 

 Be  
Independent 

 Share your 
abilities with 
others 

 Volunteer your 
talents 

 Make a  
difference in  
your community 

and your world 

Share What You Learn 

 Show others how-to 

 Give a presentation 

 Compete in contests 

 Exhibit projects 

 

Make Connections 

 Friends 

 Mentors 

 Leasers 

 Future employers 

 Experts 

y z 

Participate in 
Local, State, 
National, and 
Global Events 

 

Be a 
4-H Teen 

Teacher 

Mentor 

Younger 

Kids 

Tell 
 Others 

about 4-H 

Plan 
Events and 
Activities 

Improve 
Your 

Community 

Work 
In Partnership 

with Others 

X  
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WHO'S WHO IN 4-H 
LOCAL LEVEL 
 
4-H member Any child currently in grade 3 through grade 12 who fills out an enrollment 

form and meets the club requirements. Membership is open to all youth 
throughout the county regardless to race, religion, color, sex, age, national 
origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, or 
disability. 

 
Club Leader An adult volunteer who is responsible for the organizational aspects of the 

club.4-H volunteers undergo a screening process which includes a 
background check before working with 4-H members. 

 
Project Leader A volunteer who answers questions a 4-Her may have about a project. This 

person is often a 4-H parent with special expertise in a particular subject area. 
The Project Leader names and telephone numbers are found in the 4-H 
Handbook. 

 
Junior Leader A 4-H member who is grade 7 through 12. The Junior Leader year runs 

from September through August.  The group has monthly meetings, 

performs community service projects, and sponsors various events. 
 
Parents Important to the success of the child in 4-H.  Parents are Strongly 

ENCOURAGED to attend club meetings as well as county-wide events with 
their child. Opportunities always exist for parents to serve on various 
committees that support the 4-H effort and/or to form new 4-H groups/club 
in their immediate area. 

 

COUNTY LEVEL  
All 4-H volunteers go through a stringent screening process which includes a 
background check before being allowed to work with 4-H members. 

 
4-H Council The 4-H Council meets monthly and is the policy making organization for 

Decatur County 4-H. There are twenty-two volunteers on this board. There are 
two representing the nine townships, two at large members, one 
representative from the Extension Board, and one representative from the Fair 
Board.  These members are elected to two-year terms.  There are also two 
representative from the Junior Leaders. 

 
Livestock Superintendent This person is often a 4-H parent with special expertise in a 

particular species area. The Livestock Superintendents work with 
livestock members throughout the year, assisting them with 
questions, grooming workshop, and 4-H Livestock Judging 
events. 
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Purdue Extension Educators are who help to carry out the 4-H program and serve as a source 
of research-based information.  Our county has 3 educators – a Health and Human Science 
Educator, a 4-H Youth Educator, and an Agriculture & Natural Resources Educator.  The Extension 
Office is located across the street from the Decatur County 4-H Fairgrounds at 545 S CR 200 W.  
The telephone number is 812-663-8388.  Office hours are 8am to 4pm, Monday through Friday.  The 
office is closed on county holidays. 

Website: https://extension.purdue.edu/decatur  

 
STATE LEVEL 
 
Purdue University Purdue is a land grant college that has the responsibility for taking 

education to the people of the state. The 4-H program is part of that 
directive in the Youth Development & Agricultural Education 
Department. 

 

State 4-H Program  The State 4-H Program Leader has the responsibility for 4-H 
programming at the State Level. The 4-H Program Leader is based at 
Purdue University, Department of Youth Development and Agricultural 
Education. 

 
State Specialist State Specialists have responsibility for the 4-H program on a 

statewide basis. Each one has a specific part of the total 4-H 
program. They are based at Purdue University and are under the 
direction of the State 4-H Program Leader, Renee McKee. 

 
Indiana 4-H Foundation This non-profit organization works to provide additional 

resources for the 4-H program. They sponsor scholarships, 
funding for county and state programs, finance the State 4-H 
Leaders recognition, trips for outstanding youth to National 4-H 
Congress, as well as underwrite the cost of many 4-H trips 
offered on the state level. They also sponsor the 4-H license plate 
program. Contact the Extension Office for information about 
license plates for your vehicles. 

 

4-H CLUBS 
 
There are twenty one (21) 4-H Clubs in Decatur County. Each club has at least one leader. The 
names of the clubs and their leaders and locals are available in your green handbook or by 
calling or emailing the Extension Office 812-663-8388. Teens may also enroll in the Decatur 
County 4-H Junior Leaders that meets in the second Sunday of every month at 6:30pm. 
 
4-H clubs meet once or more each month, from October until the Fair in July. 

 
4-Hers may belong to any 4-H club in the county.  Residence does not restrict club 

membership.  Some 4-Hers belong to a township club closest to where they live or attend 

school while others prefer a county wide club that focuses on a specific project.  If you 

choose a township or local club as your primary 4-H group, you will receive notice of county 

club meetings and events if you enrolled in any projects that are the focus of a county club.  

For example, if you enroll in the Tree City Barkers 4-H Club and sign up for the Dog project, 

you will receive notice of 4-H Dog meetings too.  You will need to get some materials about 

https://extension.purdue.edu/decatur
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the Dog project from the 4-H Dog leader(s). While this may seem confusing at first, this is 

thought to be the best way for the member to learn about county club projects. 

 
There is a $5 4-H Membership fee and a $15 State Fee; however, many clubs have yearly 

dues. Dues vary by club. The $15 State Fee per member fee to join in 4-H in Indiana goes to 

Purdue to help fund 4-H insurance for members and volunteers and to help cover the cost of 

4-H books and manuals. Families with three or more children will pay a maximum of $45.00.  

There is a $5 fee for Clover Bud/Mini 4-H members to join. 
 
4-Hers may change membership to another club if they wish. It is important to update your 
online enrollment, notify the Extension Office (812-663-8388) and the leaders of both clubs 
(the one you are leaving and the one you are joining). 
 
Each club elects officers from the club membership. The officers conduct the business 
portion of the club meeting. 

 

4-H NEWSLETTER 
 
This monthly newsletter is sent to every 4-H home in Decatur County. It is called the Clover 

Connection. Please read your newsletter carefully and keep it handy for any future 

references to find out about club meetings, project workshops, and other timely 4-H news!  

Please note that we also offer receiving your 4-H Newsletter by email.  The 4-H Newsletter 

can also be found on the Purdue Extension-Decatur County website: 

https://extension.purdue.edu/decatur 

 

4-H PROJECTS 
 
4-H projects are learning experiences for the 4-H members. They give members experience in 

real life situations; they learn by doing. It is important that parents help members select their 

projects carefully. 4-H members should sign up for at least one project each year and complete 

the records for that project. A member is encouraged to exhibit at the annual fair as part of 

their project completion. Consider the following: What are the members’ needs and interests? 

Parents and leaders should challenge and encourage members as they grow in experience 

and ability to do their best and to increase interests in projects. 

 

Decatur County offers nearly 75 projects for youth to partake in. A complete list of Decatur 
County 4-H projects can be found on our website or in the 4-H Green Handbook Some 
projects are divided by grade, while others are divided by the number of years of 
participation in that project. Grade is determined by the grade the member was in at the 
time of enrollment. There is no limit to the number of projects that a member may exhibit. 
However, please consider limiting the number for the first year of 4-H sign up to avoid 
overwhelming them.  Remember they will have a full ten years beginning with grade 3. 
 

4-H members may add or drop projects until May 15. To add or drop a project, simply log in 

to your 4HOnline account and make changes. You will need to contact Extension Office about 

picking up record books or manuals for added projects. 

https://extension.purdue.edu/de
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4-H GREEN HANDBOOK 
 
Each 4-H family will receive a 4-H Handbook from the Extension Office or their Club Leader. 
The Handbook has the requirement information members need to know about what their Fair 
exhibit should include. 
 
Members may also ask the 4-H Club Leaders and/or Project Leaders about the project and the 
completion and Fair exhibit requirements for that project. 
 

4-H PROJECT MANUALS AND RECORD SHEETS 
 

Most 4-H projects have manuals that give in-depth information for that project.  There is a 

record sheet for each project. Project manuals and record sheets can be obtained in various 

ways.  Some 4-H manuals and most record sheets can be downloaded from the Extension 

website, but most manuals will need to be obtained from the Extension Office after you have 

completed your 4-H enrollment and paid the enrollment fee. Record sheets are needed to 

verify project completion. 

 

MY RECORD OF 4-H ACHIEVEMENT 
 

A “My Record of 4-H Achievement” should be filled out completely each year. These are 
available from the Purdue Extension-Decatur County Office, or they too may be downloaded 
from the website. It is important that these be filled out accurately in order to remember 
what you have done in 4-H and to apply for trips, awards and scholarships throughout your 
4-H career. The “My Record of 4-H Achievement” is to be kept in the front of your Record 
Book, with your project record sheets.  Be sure to update your information every year. 
 

4-H records should be filled out as completely and accurately as possible. Parents may 
oversee the child’s work, but we expect the child to do his or her own writing. 
 

An example sheet on how to complete the “My Record of 4-H Achievement” can be 
found in your 4-H Green Handbook. 

 

4-H PROJECT SELECTION 
 
In choosing a project, a member should consult with his or her parents.  After considering all the 
projects available and the requirements of each, he or she should select one based on:  
 

1. Interest, needs, and capabilities 
2. Family situation 
3. Suitability of the area in which he or she lives 

 
Members enrolling for the first time will take a minimum of one project. As a member gains 
knowledge and experience, the scope of the project may be increased and additional projects 
selected. A brief explanation of each project is included in the 4-H Green Handbook the Purdue 
Extension-Decatur County web page or 4-H Members may also ask their 4-H leaders about the 
project and the requirements for a given project. 
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Early in the 4-H career, a member needs to consider developing a tentative project plan to guide 
him or her until he/she is past 4-H age. Some projects should be continued each year, with 
increases in the size of the project when possible. Members should also try to enroll in 
additional projects which are related to his or her other project work. For example, an electric 
project member may want to enroll in home improvement, woodworking, safety, or automotive 
projects. if possible, an older member  should consider expanding project work to develop a 
complete farm, ranch, business, or home management program. 

 
The project work is the core of the 4-H member's experience. Successful project completion 
results in member satisfaction and expansion of future project work. The learning experiences 
one obtains through his or her project could even lead to career/vocation possibilities. 

 

FAIR JUDGING 
 
Projects exhibited at the 4-H Fair will be judged. Our County supports the “Open Judging” 
method which means that we encourage members to come and speak with the judge while their 
project(s) are being judged. Members acquire valuable knowledge of “do’s and don’ts” 
concerning their project. Many 4-H projects have early judging dates, so make sure to watch 
your 4-H Newsletter. PLEASE NOTE: Parents should avoid sitting with their child during 
the judging process, however once judging is completed parents are free to ask 
questions.  REMEMBER THAT THE JUDGE’S DECISION IS FINAL.  Non-livestock exhibits 
will be checked in and judged on the Monday and Tuesday prior to the opening of the Fair. 
Check-in and judging stations are placed throughout the 4-H Community Building and 
Headquarters Building.  
 
Open judging means that your exhibits will be judged in your presence, as you check in. Here 
are some questions that you may be asked in a community judging setting. 

 
 What new things did you learn? 
 Have you taken this project before? 
 How much time did you spend on this project? 
 What were your goals for this project? 
 What would you like to change about your exhibit? 
 Tell me something about this exhibit that you want me to know. 
 What did you like best (or least) about this project? 
 Did you do this exhibit at school or was it in a workshop setting? 
 Did you have any difficulty with this exhibit or do you have any questions that I may be 

able to answer? 

 

PROJECT EXHIBIT TAG 
 
You will need an exhibit tag for each of your projects. These tags you will pick up from the 
extension office after you have completed the FairEntry process. You will attach these tags to 
your exhibits so that your name, club, project and division will be clearly displayed. Those 
completing poster projects should leave room for this tag at the bottom right-hand corner of their 
project.  See poster requirements in your 4-H Green Handbook. Posters and sleeves may be 

purchased from the County Extension Office as well. 
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RIBBONS 
 
4-H uses the Danish system of ribbon awards. In this system, the ribbon placings are defined 
as follows: 
 

Ribbon Meaning 

State Fair Selected Projects selected to go to State Fair will go to the Indiana 

State Fair in August. The amount of state fair entries differs 

depending on the project. All livestock animals are eligible 

(for the most part) for State Fair regardless of what they 

place in their category. 

Grand Champion (Purple Rosette) Best overall award for a particular project. 

Reserve Grand Champion (Lavender Rosette) Second best overall award for a particular project 
Division Champion (Purple ribbon) Best overall project in a particular project division (i.e. 

beginner, intermediate, advanced, etc.). Each division 

champion in a particular project then competes for Grand 

Champion. 

Division Reserve Champion (Lavender ribbon) Second best overall project in a particular project division 

(i.e. beginner, intermediate, advanced, etc.). Once the 

Grand Champion is chosen out of the Division Champions 

for a certain project, the Division reserve champion moves 

up to compete with the remaining division champions for the 

title of Reserve Grand Champion. 

Honor (Turquoise ribbon) This ribbon marks projects that are above excellent. Honor 

ribbons within a certain division of a project compete to 

receive the title of Division Champion. 

Blue A blue ribbon is Excellent 
Red A red ribbon is Good 
White A white ribbon is Fair 
Participation A green participation may be awarded if the project is late, 

wrong type for the project or does not meet the project 

requirements.  

SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Purdue Extension and many 4-H groups are active on social media. In fact, it is one way we 
communicate with volunteers, 4- Hers, and 4-H parents. Be sure to “Like” your Purdue 
Extension-Decatur County on Facebook as we update continually and many 4-H groups try to 
post updates regularly as a timely and convenient means of communicating with families. 

 

AWARDS AND TRIPS 
 
Fair Awards are given to building projects who have won the Grand and Reserve Grand 
Champions. 

 
Some 4-H members are eligible to apply for trips taken during the summer. Most of the trips 
take place between June and July. Many of these are educational workshops at Purdue 
University. A trip and award booklet & application is mailed to all 4-H members in the newsletter. 
Eligibility information is included in the trip booklet.   4-H Camp and 4-H Academy and 4-H 
Roundup at Purdue University are popular. 
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ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 
Some clubs will have special activities and community service projects for their club members 
throughout the year.  In addition, there are county-wide events in which a 4-Her may participate. 
 
Project Workshops - A variety of workshops in different project areas are offered each year. 
Be sure to read your newsletter to learn what workshops are being offered.  These workshops 
change from year to year. 

 
4H Club Officer's Training - This is held for current officers of 4-H Clubs to give them ideas 
and helpful hints about their jobs and responsibilities.  It is held in December or January. 

 
4-H Camp - This three day, two night camp takes place each summer and is open to 4-H 
members in grades 3-12. The 4-H members participate in many outdoor activities as they learn 
by doing. We camp at Camp Higher Ground with 4-Hers from eight other counties.  
4-Hers in grades 9-12 may apply to be Counselors and attend four trainings during winter and 
spring, preparing them to assist youth educators with program implementation at the camp. 

 

SUMMARY OF COUNTY PROJECTS 
 
The following is a listing of some of the projects which you may take if you enroll in a 4-H club in 
Decatur County. For additional information contact Decatur County Extension Office. 
 
Please note that the descriptions listed below are general descriptions of the beginning divisions 
and are not intended to serve as an overall description of the entire project. Please look at your 
4-H Green Handbook for the official requirements for each project. 
 

 ARTS & CRAFTS - Make and exhibit a craft item in one of these areas: Fine Arts, 

 Needle Craft, All Other Basic Craft, Model Craft, etc.  

 BEEF - Learn how to care for your beef animal and to keep records. Bring your calf to 
the fair! 

 CAKE DECORATING - Learn how to decorate cakes. You will exhibit a decorated cake 
at the Fair! 

 CAT - Learn how to care for your cat. You will show your cat at the Cat Show. 

 CLOTHING CONSUMER EDUCATION - Learn to make good decisions when you buy 
clothes. You will exhibit your purchase(s) and notebook, and participate in the 4-H 
Fashion Revue. 

 COMPACT TRACTOR - (Lawn & Garden & Zero Turn) Learn to operate and care for 
compact tractors. You will participate in the Tractor Operator Contest.  

 COMPUTER SCIENCE - Learn about computer operation and programming. Your 
exhibit will be a poster or notebook. 

 CROPS - Raise one or more of the following: Alfalfa, Corn, Soybeans, and Wheat. 
Exhibit your crop(s) at the 4-H Fair. 

 DAIRY - Learn how to care for your dairy animal and to keep records. Bring your 
animal(s) to the fair! 

 DOG - feed, train and care for your dog. Show your dog at the Dog Show.  

 ELECTRICITY - Find out what electricity is and how to use it safely. You will exhibit 
something you have made. 

 ENTOMOLOGY - Collect different bugs, learn their names, and exhibit them at the fair. 

 FLOWERS - Learn all about growing indoor and outdoor flowers. Exhibit what you have 
grown at the Fair. 
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 FOOD PRESERVATION - Learn the most up-to-date methods of preserving food. 
Exhibit what you have preserved. 

 FOODS - Find out about nutrition and how to make things your family will love to 
sample! Exhibit what you have baked. 

 FORESTRY - Learn all about trees, wood and its uses, and much more. Exhibit a poster.  

 GARDEN - Grow and exhibit vegetables from your garden. 

 GENEALOGY - Trace your family history and learn more about your ancestors. Your 
exhibit is a notebook. 

 GEOLOGY-Learn more about different rocks and minerals. Prepare a collection for the 
fair! 

 GIFT WRAPPING – Find out how to wrap gifts in new and different ways! Exhibit a 
package that you have wrapped. 

 GOAT - Learn how to care for your goat and to keep records. Bring your goat(s) to the 
Fair. 

 HOME ENVIRONMENT - Explore ways to make your living area more attractive through 
color and texture.  Exhibit something you have created. 

 HORSE & PONY - Learn to care for your horse or pony and to keep records. Bring your 
horse or pony to the Fair. 

 MICROWAVE COOKING -Learn how to prepare everything from simple snacks to 
complete meals.  Exhibit at the Fair! 

 PHOTOGRAPHY - Learn to take great pictures. Your exhibit will be a display of pictures 
you have taken. 

 POULTRY, QUAIL & GAME BIRDS - Care for your chickens and learn to keep records. 
Bring your chicken(s) to the Fair! 

 RABBIT - Care for your rabbits and learn to keep records. Bring your rabbit(s) to the fair!  

 SCRAPBOOK - Preserve your memories in an organized and creative way. Your 
memories might include family, school or 4-H.  Exhibit ten pages of your scrapbook. 

 SEWING - Learn to Sew! Make something to wear or for your room. You will also 
participate in the 4-H Fashion Revue. 

 SHEEP - Care for your sheep and learn to keep records. Bring your sheep to the Fair.  

 SHOOTING SPORTS - Participate in these disciplines: Archery, Muzzleloading, Pistol, 
Rifle, or Shotgun. Prepare an exhibit for the Fair. 

 SMALL ENGINES - Learn how to care for and repair 2-, and 4-cycle engines. Your 
exhibit will be a poster or display. 

 SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION - Learn about problems and conservation of our (soil 
& water) natural resources. 

 SWINE - Care for your swine and learn to keep records. Bring your pig(s) to the Fair!  

 TRACTOR - Learn to care for and safely operate tractors and machinery.  Participate in 
the Tractor Operator Contest. 

 VETERINARY SCIENCE - Learn about animal health and disease. Your exhibit will be a 
poster. 

 WEATHER - Learn how to observe the weather and record what you observe. Your 
exhibit will be a poster. 

 WELDING - Learn to weld safely and correctly. You will exhibit welds you have done. 

 WILDLIFE - Learn about animals, their habitat and diet. Exhibit a poster.  

 WOODWORKING - Learn to build things with wood while using the tools safely. You will 
exhibit an item you have made (a birdhouse or tool box). 

  



17  

4-H TERMS 
 

Adult Leader:  A person who volunteers their time to recruit, plan, organize, counsel, taxi, 

encourage, nag, compliment, redirect, and whatever else it takes to make sure members 

have a great 4-H experience. These people are not paid, so please be considerate of their 

time and let them know how much they are appreciated. 
 

Beef/Dairy/Sheep/Goat/Poultry/Rabbit ID Day:  Beef, sheep, and goats must be tagged and 
retinal scanned for identification purposes. Poultry and rabbits must be banded and tattooed. 
These dates vary, but are almost always before the drop/add deadline of May 15th.  Information 
about each of these is in the 4-H Green Handbook and advertised through the 4-H Newsletter. 
 
Book Signing: Each project has educational materials (record sheets and manuals) that must 
be completed before the member can exhibit a project at the fair. These record sheets and/or 
manuals are to be finished and signed by your 4-H Club leader.  Clover Buds/Mini 4-H members 
do not have book signing. 
 
Community Service Project:  Each club is encouraged to complete a service project that helps 
their community. 

 
Drop/Add Deadline:  If you would like to add a project or delete one that you had signed up for, 
simply change the information in your 4HOnline account. You will need to contact the Extension 
Office to pick up manuals or record sheets for added projects. 

 
E-Mail Blasts:  We occasionally send out e-mails with important reminders and program 
information. If you would like to receive these, make sure the email listed in you 4HOnline 
account is up to date. We will never give out this information to third parties. 
 
Project Exhibit Tag:  Each 4-H project will be identified with an exhibit tag during the fair. 
These are available at the Extension Office, and provided at project check-in. The tag will 
contain the 4-H member’s name, club, project, and division. Members completing poster 
projects should leave space in the lower right-hand corner for this tag.  See the poster 
requirements in your 4-H Green Handbook. 

 
Extension Educator:  The title given to a professional employed by Purdue University to 
coordinate the 4-H program on the local level. Decatur County has one 4-H Educator. The 
Extension Office also has educators in two other program areas in Health & Human Sciences 
and Agriculture and Natural Resources. 
 
4-H Council:  The Decatur County 4-H Council plans the 4-H fair such as rules and project 
events.  The Purdue Extension Office is responsible for and in charge of those things 
associated with the 4-H part of the fair. 
 
4HOnline: Membership in 4-H is gained by enrolling online through the 4H Online enrollment 
system. Each member should enroll in the 4-H projects that would best suit his/her interest and 
potential for personal growth, and would enhance family involvement and will put the information 
in for your livestock (i.e.  Premise Id, tattoo number, breed). 
 
Fair Board: The Fair Board of Decatur County, Inc. plans and runs the fair. They are also 
responsible for raising funds for the fairgrounds and for scheduling and building upkeep. 
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FairEntry: Besides entering in 4HOnline each member must also enter their projects on 
FairEntry.  Each member must enroll the 4-H projects that they will be entering for the fair. 
Please watch newsletters and mailings from the Extension Office as the date may change each 
year. 
 
Fashion Revue:  There is a private fashion show, for members in the clothing project who 
choose to participate, that will take place before the fair and at that time you will be judges.   
4-Hers are judged on modeling, style, accessorizing, and fit. Consumer Clothing members may 
also participate.  A public fashion show will be done during the fair and at that time you will know 
how you placed in the private fashion show. 
 
Indiana 4-H Foundation:  A statewide “4-H booster” association that provides funds for trips, 
scholarships, materials and grants for programs all over the state. 
 
Indiana State Fair:  Held in Indianapolis at the State Fairgrounds. Projects eligible for the fair 
must be checked in ahead of time. Most animal projects must be entered by June 1. Many small 
projects and horticulture projects are taken down by volunteers.  Larger projects or fragile 
projects may be the responsibility of the parent to transport to and from the state fair if the 
project is selected for state fair exhibition. 
 
Junior Leaders:  County wide project for members in grades 7 and above focusing on 
leadership, education, citizenship and fun. 
 
Livestock Tags: each animal species has a different form of identification. Some are ear tags, 
some are retinal scans, and some are registration numbers. Each of these items help the 4-Her, 
fair officials, and others differentiate animals. 
 
Decatur County 4-H Fair:  The culmination of the 4-H year. Members display their projects, 
show livestock, and participate in special events throughout the week. 
 
Clover Buds or Mini 4-H:  A “pre-4-H” program for children in grades K-2. Members usually 
take one or two projects. 
 
“My Record of 4-H Achievement”:  You keep these records your entire 4-H career. Be certain 
both sides are filled in because both sides are used to fill out scholarship and award forms. 
 
Newsletter: This comes from the Purdue Extension office on a monthly basis throughout the 
year. The Decatur County 4-H Newsletter is filled with very important information and is our 
main source of communication with 4-H families. Please read it and share it! 
 
Officers:  Many clubs elect their own officers to include President, Vice President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer. Members learn to conduct business through active leadership. 
 
Open Judging:  A style of judging where the 4-H member can talk directly with the judge while 
their project is being graded. Parents may attend open judging, but are expected to refrain 
from speaking to the judge until it is concluded. 
 
Poster Project:  Many projects must be completed on a 22” x 28” poster displayed horizontally 
on rigid backing. They must be covered in heavy plastic (not saran wrap) and have space in the 
lower right hand corner for an exhibit tag.   See the poster requirements in your 4-H Green 
Handbook.  You can purchase plastic sleeves at the Purdue Extension Office, which makes it 
easy to cover your poster. 
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Premise ID:  A number given by the Indiana State Board of Animal Health to identify locations 
where animals are housed. All livestock members will need to submit their premise ID number 
on the enrollment form. The following species must provide their Premise ID Number: beef, 
dairy, goats, sheep, and swine.  If you need a Premise ID Number call the Indiana State Board 
of Animal Health 317-544-2400 or go online to https://www.in.gov/boah/2642.htm  and fill out 
the online form. 
 
Project Manual:  Most projects have manuals or record sheets that provide educational 
material and/or learning activities for members. These are to be completed and taken to your 
club’s book signing prior to the annual 4-H fair. 
 
4-H Green Handbook:  This is a binder that contains all the requirements for all the 
projects that we offer in Decatur County.  This also has the information on the livestock 
tags days and show bills.  The information in the handbook may be also be found on the 
web.  It describes all projects, many activities and awards. It contains all the rules for  
4-H projects and should be used as a reference throughout the year.  Read 
EVERYTHING related to your projects so you will not be disappointed on judging day. 
 
Record Sheet:  Most projects have record sheets or manuals that provide educational material 
and/or learning activities for members. These are to be completed and taken to your club’s book 
signing prior to the annual 4-H fair. 
 
Tattooing: This is another form of animal identification. Used in animals such as Rabbits. For 
more information contact your animal superintendent. 
 

Web Site(s):  4-H information is provided on-line at the Purdue Extension-Decatur County 

web site for updated announcements, newsletters, project information and forms.  
 

Decatur County 4-H Facebook 
 Purdue Extension Decatur County 
 
Extension Website-Youth Tab (great resource for project requirements & record sheets) 
 www.extension.purdue.edu/decatur 

4HOnline:  https://in.4honline.com   
 
FairEntry:  https://decaturcountyin.fairentry.com  
 

 
  

When logging into 4HOnline and FairEntry 
make sure you are using Google Chrome 
or Firefox.  These two search engines 
works the best. 

https://www.in.gov/boah/2642.htm
http://www.extension.purdue.edu/decatur
https://in.4honline.com/
https://decaturcountyin.fairentry.com/
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1st Year Member Check List 
 Enroll in 4-H Online by January 15th.  (You must enroll in 4-H every year)  

https://in.4honline.com  

 Read the Newsletter every month to find out important information about projects, 

deadlines, and important dates (If you are not receiving this, call the Extension Office) 

 Read the Project Handbook to see what you are required to exhibit 

 Do the activities and fill out the Project Book 

 If in Beef/Sheep/Swine/Goats/Horse & Pony:  You must fill out an additional Livestock 

Enrollment Form (this is available at 4HOnline) that is due May 15th.  Some deadlines are 

earlier, so see newsletter for more information.  You will not be able to exhibit if you 

miss this deadline.   

o If you are in the beef project:  Take your steer or commercial heifer to the tag day 

in early January 

o If you are in the Goat/Sheep project:  Take your goats and sheep to tag day.  See 

newsletter for more information 

o If you are in the Poultry/Rabbit project:  Take your poultry and rabbits to 

banding/tattooing/verification day.  See newsletter for more information. 

o If you are in the Dog/Cat/Horse & Pony project:  Please complete the appropriate 

vaccination forms found on the Indiana 4-H website or at the Extension Office. 

 Section of Project Book Completed for the year 

 Green Folder (put most record sheets in this) 

 Record Sheet Completed 

 Project Book & Record Sheet signed by 4-H Leader 

 Project Exhibit Card ((sent to you from the Extension Office) taped on the lower right 

hand corner) 

 Bring your Green Folder with 4-H Project Print Out, Record Sheet, & Project Book(s) to 

the particular judging time during the Decatur County Fair with your 4-H Project. 

 Have your project judged 

 Beginning on Monday of the fair, bring your Green Folder to the Extension Office during 

office hours to receive your ribbons from your project 

 Pick up your project on the last day of the fair at the designated time or the next day 

when the fair is over at the Extension Office during office hours. 

 If you received a Grand or Reserve Grand Champion make sure you pick up your plaque 

at the Headquarters Building on the last evening of the fair, from the Wall of Champions. 

 If your project is eligible for the Indiana State Fair, have the project at the Extension 

Office on the designated day to be taken to the state fair 

 End of August - must have all projects picked up or they will be disposed of.    

  

https://in.4honline.com/
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Purdue Extension - Decatur County Office  
545 S CR 200 W 

Greensburg IN 47240 
PH:  812-663-8388 

FAX: 812-663-6478 

Office Hours:  M-F 8:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Purdue Extension - Decatur County Staff: 

Jeff Hermesch, County Extension Director,  

Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources jerhemesch@purdue.edu  

Teri Hornberger, Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development hornber@purdue.edu  

Christopher Fogle Extension Educator, Health & Human Sciences foglec@purdue.edu  

Lana Martin, Office Manager marti117@purdue.edu  

Bonita Hellmich, Secretary hellmic@purdue.edu  

January 2019 

mailto:jerhemesch@purdue.edu
mailto:hornber@purdue.edu
mailto:foglec@purdue.edu
mailto:marti117@purdue.edu
mailto:vgillila@purdue.edu
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