For those who share our interest in
gardening . . .
September, 2016
Kris Medic, Bartholomew County Extension
Educator and Becky Pinto, Master
Gardener Newsletter Editor and Advanced
Master Gardener, Bronze Level.

Gardening simply does not allow one to be mentally old, because too many
hopes and dreams are yet to be realized.
— Allan Armitage

Are They Sweat Bees or Hover Flies? The Purdue Team Clarifies
It’s a safe bet that there’s not one
Columbus resident this summer who
hasn’t encountered these little pests, but
most have probably mis-identified them.
They are the little hover flies that could -- could annoy, provoke, and generally
become a nuisance, that is.
But don’t be too hard on them; they’re
beneficial, too. Some folks even plant to
lure them to the garden. Hint: one of
their favorite foods, in their immature
state, includes aphid larvae.
So how did they ever get the bee reputation? Probably because very few have
bothered to peer closely enough at one to count their wings for ID purposes.
After all, they do have stripes (or symmetrical markings that sure look like
stripes), are close in color to bees we’ve seen flying about, and some claim to
have felt a tiny sting from one. So? True, but they’re still flies, not bees.
First of all, they have only two wings, not four, a bare minimum requirement for
bees. And for another thing, they can’t sting; they have only the tiniest of mouths
with which to lap up the salt from human sweat to which they are sometimes
fatally attracted.
For more information and clarification, visit
https://www.ppdl.purdue.edu/PPDL/hot15/8-19.html

-BP
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A Skink By Any Other Name
is Still a Skink
The put-upon hover fly is not the only
garden inhabitant that gets its share
of mis-identification. Skinks do, too.
Plestiodon fasciatus, or the American
Five-Lined Skink, is one of 1,250
varieties, so it’s easy to get
confused. The American Five-Lined
skink is indigenous to Virginia.
Sometimes mistaken for lizards,
chameleons or newts, these little
guys may be spotted slithering along
concrete block foundations right
before they slip under siding slats to
scurry home (buildings are one of
their favorite picks to call home).
And for nesting purposes,
abandoned burrows of other animals
do nicely. At our house, since there
are all sorts of mole burrows along
our foundation, I’m pretty sure that’s
why our resident skink chose this
spot.

has his bright blue tail. I know that
he eats crickets, ‘cause I caught him
snacking on one about a week ago.
I can see how you might tame the
skink --- he doesn’t seem the least
bit afraid --- and Wikipedia says that
a pair of them can live in captivity
with proper care for 5-10 years in a
25-30 gallon tank. Indiana is one of
the states that requires a permit to
take them from their habitat into
captivity. I didn’t find any bad press
on these little guys.
I’ve left him to his chosen habitat but named him Schuyler… -BP

Apparently the skink who has
chosen us is a juvenile, as he still
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Pining For a Prairie in Your
Backyard?
Believe it or not, garden planning for
year 2017 is not that far away! It’s
never too early to plan, is it? Here’s
a list of native prairie flowers blessed
as ideal for the home landscape by
INPAWS (Indiana Plant & Wildflower
Society). Find native plant retailers
at www.inpaws.org and remember,
plants are not to be removed from
state parks or nature preserves.

-Nodding onion
-Butterfly weed
-Tall coreopsis
-False sunflower
-Prairies blazing star
-Wild bergamot
-Black-eyed Susan
-Ironweed
-Hairy foxglove
-Purple coneflower
-BP

Help Needed
2016 National FFA Youth Convention, October 19-20 in Indianapolis, needs volunteers to
help set up, judge, and monitor the Floriculture events. Contact Melissa Riley if you have
questions or would like to volunteer, mriley@gaaged.org or phone (478) 973-4071.
Alycyn Pratt at Developmental Services still seeks a Master Gardener who would be willing
to set up basic gardening education experiences for their clientele. Contact Alyson at DSI:
812-376-9404 x 152, or apratt@dsiservices.org
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Indiana’s Prairies
I have found that one of the very best ways to narrow down what to plant at
home is to visit public gardens. Following are examples where prairie plants
have been planted and are thriving.
Prophetstown State Park, Newton County. 2,000 acres of mostly prairie. An
interpretive naturalist leads regular hikes to highlight wildflowers.
Kankakee Sands Preserve, Lake County. 7,000 acres of prairie, wetlands and
black oak barrens owned by The Nature Conservancy.
Hoosier Prairie Nature Preserve, Lake County. 719-acre preserve, owned by
DNR.
Gibson Woods Nature Preserve, Lake County. This 130-acre preserve in
Hammond offers sand prairie and Oak savanna, owned by Lake County Parks
Department.
Sandhill Nature Preserve, Tippecanoe River State Park, Pulaski County. 120acre preserve offers flat sand plains and rolling dunes.
Spinn Prairie Nature Preserve, White County. 29-acre property with a large
remnant of tallgrass prairie. Owned by The Nature Conservancy.
Fisher Oak Savanna Nature Preserve, Jasper County. Three habitat types meet
on this 133-acre preserve, owned by NICHES Land Trust.
Want to help support existing prairies? Visit dnr.IN.gov/naturepreserve or
http://www.in.gov/activecalendar_dnr/EventList.aspx?view=EventDetails&eventid
n=8581&information_id=17809&type=&syndicate=syndicate to learn more about
the Newgent Endowment, part of the Indiana Natural Resources Foundation’s
preservation effort.

-BP
Thanks!
Jan Bruner, John Sohn, and Tara Waldo, for ably assisting the Master
Gardener Intern Training, now underway.
Linda Hall and Tara Waldo, for being on hand for the Community Garden
Ramble at CSA New Tech High School.
The association core planning group, for working toward a more active Master
Gardener program in Bartholomew County.
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Hey, Save the Date!
Topics in Permaculture
Introduction - Attend or assist!

17 October
6:30 pm

BCPL

MG Association Visioning
All are invited.

22 October
9:30-2:30

Villas at Stonecrest
Bring lunch!

Chainsaw Safety and Felling
Attend for Education credit.

25 October
1-4 pm

Youth Camp

Topics in Permaculture
Site Design - Attend or assist!

27 October
6:30 pm

BCPL

Super Saturday
Tree Walks – Attend or assist!

29 October
10 and 11:30 am

Mill Race Center

Topics in Permaculture
14 November
Small Livestock - Attend or assist! 6:30 pm

BCPL

Topics in Permaculture
Energy - Attend or assist!

17 November
6:30 pm

BCPL

Wreath Making
Call 372-3541 to register

19 November
2-4 pm

Breeding Farm
$20

Topics in Permaculture
Grazing under Trees

28 November
6:30 pm

BCPL

Rain Barrels

17 January
6 pm

BCPL

Contact
Kris Medic, Purdue Extension Educator, kmedic@purdue.edu
Or
MG newsletter editor, Becky Pinto, bandbpinto@sbcglobal.net

5

6

7

