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A new publication from Purdue Extension will help clarify the rules of the road for
farmers.
A Farmer’s Guide to Indiana Transportation Regulations is designed to help
farmers determine what category they fit in under state and federal transportation
laws, then quickly look up the regulations that apply to them. Topics include vehicle
weight and dimension limits, securing loads, fuel, license plates and permits, as well
as reasons why compliance is important.
The publication was written by Fred Whitford, coordinator of the Purdue Pesticide
Programs, with input from farmers, consultants, police and legal advisers.
“I’ve been getting so many questions from farmers about transportation regulations
that I knew it was time to develop this publication,” Whitford said. “Many of the state’s
farmers rely on Purdue Extension for the latest information on these complex and
confusing rules. The good news is that we have a team of experts to make sure we
are providing the best, most up-to-date answers to the questions.”
Under the state’s transportation regulations, a “farmer” is defined as someone who
transports only his or her own products, supplies and equipment to and from
designated locations, such as a marketplace or properties that he or she owns.
Farmers are classified into four categories depending on how far they typically travel
when transporting their goods and whether they cross state lines. Each category has
its own set of regulations.
Compliance with these regulations is important from a liability standpoint as well as
a safety standpoint, Whitford said, as penalties for noncompliance can be severe.
The publication is available electronically and in print from Purdue’s The Education
Store at https://www.edustore.purdue.edu/item.asp?Item_Number=PPP-111.
Source: Jessica V Merzdorf, Temporary Service - HDFS/MFRI

Important Upcoming Dates:
Greene County Fair

Hops Field Day

National Angus Convention

Friday, July 8-Friday, July 15

Saturday, July 23

Fri., Nov. 5-Mon., Nov. 7

Greene County 4-H Fairgrounds

West Lafayette &Thorntown;
http://bit.ly/purduehops723

Indianapolis, Indiana;
http://angusconvention.com/
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Falling Cattle Prices, Where is the Bottom?
Cattle prices have had a rough spring. After peaking in late 2014 and early 2015, prices have been adjusting downward from very lofty peaks.
High prices and profits at that time provided the incentives to expand beef production. Expanding beef production and a remarkable recovery in
total meat supplies continues to put downward pressure on cattle prices. Unfortunately, more downward price pressure is expected this summer.
Finished cattle prices reached their year-to-date high in the third week of March near $140 per hundredweight. Since that time, prices have
fallen to the mid-$120s with much of this drop coming in the past week or two. This $15 drop is much more than the average seasonal decrease in
prices for this time of year.
Prices in the live cattle futures market paralleled the decline in the cash market. June futures had a year-to-date high at $131.35 before closing
near $115 at the end of April. The $16 decline for June futures was of similar magnitude to the decrease in cash prices.
Beef production this year has been up three percent. The increase has been composed of about one percent higher cattle numbers and nearly
two percent higher cattle weights. So far this year, live marketing weights have averaged 1378 pounds compared to 1352 pounds for the same
period in 2015. Going back two years, market weights are up 48 pounds from 1330 pounds during the first four months of 2014. That means
weights are up 3.6 percent over the past two years.
An apparent reason for the sharp decline in prices over the past several weeks has been an escalation of slaughter numbers. April numbers
were up about five percent on average, but with two weeks being six percent to seven percent above the same weeks in 2015. Cattle on Feed
data from USDA suggest that on-feed numbers had grown last fall. This meant that marketings were able to rise this year, thus providing the more
recent surge of cattle. Monthly marketings of cattle from feedlots were up five percent in February and seven percent in March.
Recent heavy placements of cattle into feedlots are keeping futures markets nervous about continued large beef supplies into the summer and
fall. Placements were up ten percent in February and up five percent in March. In addition, feedlot managers have been more aggressive at
placing heavier cattle that will reach market weights more rapidly this summer. For the first three months of 2016, placements of cattle 700 pounds
and heavier have been up eight percent, while placements of cattle weighing less than 700 pounds have been down one percent.
There is more competition for beef this year as meat supplies recover from the 2014 lows. In fact, per capita meat supplies have risen by 13
pounds in the U.S. since 2014. That is over six percent more meat per person in the past two years.
Another possible explanation of low cattle prices is that retail beef prices have not dropped enough to spur the added consumption that is
required for the higher level of beef production. Retail beef prices in the first quarter of 2016 were only four percent lower than in the first quarter of
2015. Finished cattle prices, on the other hand, were 17 percent lower. Over time, further reductions in retail prices will likely occur, and these
lower prices can help support the live prices of cattle.
With the cash price of finished cattle already in the mid-$120s, the futures market is suggesting that declining prices will continue into the
summer and beyond. Current futures forecast are for finished cattle prices to average about $122 in the second quarter and then drop toward an
average of only $112 in the third quarter and $113 in the final quarter of 2016. These are in sharp contrast to USDA forecasts that are about $20
higher for the final two quarters of the year. Perhaps prices somewhere between these two extremes are most likely.
One thing is clear, cattle prices are adjusting to more moderate levels after the spike of 2014 and early 2015. This adjustment process is of
large magnitude and markets have lost their historic benchmarks. For these reasons, there are dramatic differences of opinion about the level of
longer-term prices.
Cattle finishers need to remain cautious about overpaying for calves. Iowa State University's calculated cattle feeding losses for closeouts in
March 2016 were still estimating losses of nearly $300 per head for finishing calves.
Cow-calf producers will need to reconsider their expansion plans. With current live cattle futures prices and with feed prices showing signs of
some strength, calf prices are less likely to be high enough to provide profitable returns from retention of more heifers. Overall, it appears that the
expansion of the beef herd will begin to slow in the second half of 2016.
Source: Dr. Christ Hurt, Purdue Dept. of Ag, Weekly Outlook

Food Safety On-Farm Consulting & Audit - Cost Share Programs
Purdue University is pleased to offer Indiana fruit and vegetable farmers a farm walk-through with a private food safety consultant. This
opportunity is open to any farm that sells fresh produce and has attended a produce safety educational program. A consultant paid by Purdue
will visit your farm to walk through and address your specific farm and packinghouse food safety questions. Growers who participated in the
consulting program in 2015 reported it was very helpful. Funds for the consulting come from a grant from the Indiana State Department of
Agriculture through the USDA Specialty Crops Block Grant Program.
The grant also includes funds for audit cost-sharing for Indiana fruit and vegetable growers who receive passing scores on their third party
food safety audits. The audit cost-share program will reimburse at least 40% of the cost of a third party food safety audit, up to a maximum
reimbursement of $750 per farm.
To apply for consulting or audit cost-share, fill out and return the application. Applications may be downloaded from
http://ag.purdue.edu/hla/foodsafety/Documents/PurdueFoodSafetyCostshareConsultApp2016.pdf, or applicants may fill out the online form at
http://tinyurl.com/fs-cost-share-2016.
In addition to these programs, Purdue food safety Extension experts Amanda Deering and Scott Monroe are available to conduct mockaudits for produce farms on request. Contact Scott at 812-886-0198 or Amanda at 765-494-0512.
For more information contact Liz Maynard at 219-548-3674 or emaynard@purdue.edu.
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July Yard & Garden Calendar

Farmer Veteran Workshop set for Beck Ag Center

HOME (Houseplants and indoor activities)
• Watch closely houseplants that have been set outdoors. They
need more water than they did indoors. They can dry out rapidly in
hot, summer breezes.
• Propagate houseplants by taking cuttings from vigorously growing
plants. Place cut end in rooting media, such as perlite, vermiculite
or peat moss soil mix. Enclose in plastic, and keep out of direct
sunlight.

Military veterans, active duty members and their families can learn
more about how to start or operate a farm during a daylong program
sponsored by Purdue University's Indiana Beginning Farmer program.
The Beginning Farmer Veteran Workshop is 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. July 30
at the Beck Agricultural Center, 4540 U.S. 52 W, West Lafayette.
Sessions will cover both the business and production sides of
agriculture. Topics will include small fruit and vegetable production,
livestock management, business planning, equipment for small farms,
beekeeping, forestry, marketing and regulatory requirements for meat
and food sales.
There will also be information on the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Farm Service Agency and Natural Resources
Conservation Service programs, as well as an opportunity for
participants to network with Purdue Extension educators from
throughout the state.
"We have had a tremendous response to our farmer veteran tours
and we are pleased to be able to offer this workshop to explore these
topics in greater depth," said Cindy Chastain, farmer veteran
coordinator for the National AgrAbility Project based at Purdue and one
of the workshop organizers. "It is a terrific opportunity to meet other
veterans who have an interest in farming."
There is no cost to attend but registration is required. Lunch and
refreshments will be served. To register, go to
https://edustore.purdue.edu/wk_rules.asp?itemID=22553. Space is
limited.
For more information about the workshop or other farmer veteran
programs, contact Chastain, 765-496-2377, chastai1@purdue.edu.
For more information about the Indiana Beginning Farmer program,
contact Kevin Gibson, 765-496-2161, kgibson@purdue.edu.
Writer: Darrin Pack; Source: Cindy Chastain

YARD (Lawns, woody ornamentals and fruits)
• Keep newly established plants watered during dry weather. Allow
water to penetrate deeply into soil rather than sprinkling frequently
and lightly.
• Apply mulch around young plants to help conserve soil moisture
and control weeds.
• Do not plant bare-root or ball-and-burlap stock at this time of year.
Container-grown plants still may be planted, but only if you can
keep them well watered.
• Continue a fruit tree spray program to keep diseases and insects
under control.
• Remove water sprouts (sprouts from the trunk) and suckers
(sprouts from the roots) from fruit trees.
• For those fortunate growers who have a good crop this year, prop
up fruit tree branches that are heavily loaded with fruit.
• Pinch off faded rose blossoms. Continue rose spray program to
control insects and diseases.
• Mow grass one-half inch higher than usual during the dry, summer
months to help conserve soil moisture. Do not mow when lawn is
under severe drought stress.
• Don't remove clippings from the lawn unless grass is excessively
tall or weedy. Clippings return some nutrients to the soil and do not
add to thatch buildup.

Vegetable Growers to get Updates on Food
Safety Regulations

GARDEN (Vegetables, small fruits and flowers)
• Supplement natural rainfall, if any, to supply 1 to 1.5 inches of
water per week in a single application.
• Start seeds of broccoli, cabbage and Brussels sprouts to
transplant later for a fall harvest. Harvest crops such as tomatoes,
squash, okra, peppers, beans and cucumbers frequently to
encourage further production.
• Harvest summer squash while small and tender for best quality.
• Standard sweet corn is at its peak for only a day or so. The
supersweet corn maintains its peak quality for a longer period.
Harvest when silks begin to dry and kernels exude a milky, rather
than watery or doughy, juice when punctured.
• Broccoli will form edible side shoots after the main head is
removed.
• Mulch garden to control weeds and conserve soil moisture.
• Make sure potato tubers, carrot shoulders and onion bulbs are
covered with soil to prevent development of green color and off
flavors. Applying a layer of mulch will help keep them covered.
• Allow blossoms on newly planted everbearing strawberry plants to
develop for a fall crop.
• July is a good time to fertilize strawberries with .5 pound of actual
nitrogen per 100 feet of row.
Source: B. Rosie Lerner, Purdue Consumer Horticulture Specialist

Purdue Extension in July will offer two programs to update
vegetable growers on federal regulations involving postharvest food
safety and show how they can reduce the risk of contamination.
"Food safety in produce has become a major issue due to
standards set by the Food Safety Modernization Act Produce Rule and
recent outbreaks of foodborne illness linked to fresh produce," said
Scott Monroe, Extension Food safety educator. "In addition to
informing growers on recently implemented regulatory standards, we
will give them practical information that will enable them to reduce the
risk of contamination by foodborne pathogens on their farms."
The workshop will be offered July 6 at the Oaktown Produce Depot,
13990 Old U.S. 41, Oaktown, and July 12 at the Nelson Hall of Food
Science on Purdue University's West Lafayette campus. The program
will be 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (EDT) at both sites.
The program will offer an update on the Food and Drug
Administration's produce rule as well as updates by both the Indiana
Department of Health and Indiana Department of Agriculture.
The workshop will include sessions on postharvest good agricultural
practices, use of postharvest sanitizers, good manufacturing practices,
and food safety in the retail environment.
There is no cost to attend. Participants can register online
at http://bit.ly/2016PostharvestWorkshop.
Source: Keith Robinson, Media Relations and Public Information
Manager
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For additional information, please visit our website at:
www.extension.purdue.edu/greene
You can also find the Greene County Purdue Extension Office on
Social Media!

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PurdueExtensionGreene
Twitter: https://twitter.com/PurdueExtGreene
Instagram: https://instagram.com/purdueext_greene/

Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service
Greene County Office
4503 W State Road 54
Bloomfield, IN 47424

Sadie Davis

Purdue Extension Greene County
Ag & Natural Resource Extension Educator
4503 W State Road 54
Bloomfield, IN 47424
davis186@purdue.edu
Office: 812-659-2122
Fax: 812-659-9155
https://extension.purdue.edu/greene

