Our Mission

The mission of the nationwide Cooperative Extension Service (CES) is to help people improve their lives through
an educational process which focuses scientific knowledge on issues and needs.

In Indiana, the Cooperative Extension Service is the informal, educational outreach program of Purdue University, ]

Indiana’s land grant university. Funding is through a partnership of county, state, and federal resources. The Pur- G re at I h ] n S
due University Cooperative Extension Service of Hamilton County provides educational opportunities in 4-H &

youth development, agriculture, horticulture, consumer concerns, family issues, leadership and community de-

velopment. Founded nationally in 1914, the Extension Service has served Hamilton County since 1918 when the
first “County Agent” was hired. Hamilton County currently has three extension educators, three program assis-

tants and three support staff members. a I e
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Pack the Pantries

Purdue Extension Hamilton County launched a campaign to partner with all affiliated organizations to “pack
the pantries.” The goal was to raise awareness of what it means to be “food insecure” and to bring attention
to the large number of Hamilton County families affected.

We collected 800 pounds of food and raised an additional $300 for the Good Samaritan Network. 75 bro-
chures were distributed on the importance of family mealtime.

Master Gardeners

Hamilton County Master Gardeners donated 20,534 hours of community service (valued at more than
$442,700) and documented more than 4,757 educational hours. Their community volunteer service provided
assistance to the local ANR Educator by answering questions Q\)RDU

and responding to calls. More than 10,000 educational contacts <¢Maste‘t'

were made through email, phone, newsletters and educational

presentations. The local Hamilton County Master Gardener As- ardener

sociation also provided $15,000 in scholarships and finances
$3,000 in grants for classroom Grow-Labs. PROGRAM

In 2015 the Master Gardener Educational Rose Garden won sec-
ond place in the Purdue Search for Excellence Award and a new
Sensory Garden was developed and dedicated at the 4-H Fair-

= | grounds.
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|Eat Your Way to Better Health |

Research shows that children who develop habits of eating fruits §
and vegetables at a young age are more likely to carry those hab- |
its into adulthood. Purdue Extension partnered with eight 3rd
grade classrooms in a six week series entitled Eat Your Way to
Better Health. 200 students participated in the program that fo-
cused on nutrition and gardening and exposed them to new
fruits and vegetables.

Ag Days

Through three days of Ag Day activities , more than 2,700 second graders,
teachers, and parents from 20 elementary schools have gained a better un-
derstanding of the food and fiber systems, the inter-dependence that exists
between the farm and non-farm sectors and how it affects their daily lives. Ag
Day also provides opportunities for more than 80 older 4-H’ers to develop
their public speaking skills.

“My students learned a lot about animals, their food needs, and
what food and clothing animals provide for us. They also learned
how items get to our house.” -elementary teacher

“This is perfect hands-on, up close experience for the students to see

and learn about the concepts of the lifecycle of plants and animals

and how all living things have needs in order to survive.”
-elementary teacher
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Hamilton County

Leadership & Community

e 52 Stakeholders attended a state strategic planning session to develop a new strategic Plan of Work.

e  4-H Fairgrounds facilities rentals are maintained by Extension staff, generating more than $200,000 in
revenue for Hamilton County.

e Presented leadership styles program to more than 250 youth and adults through leadership classes,
schools and volunteer programs.

e Served on local, state and national leadership boards and committees.

e Expanded Youth Leadership Program to include 30 additional teens serving on community boards such
as LINK Youth Council, Hamilton County Harvest Food Bank, Agape and local park boards.

Block Party Parenting Class

A block party was held for parents and preschool children to assist with school readiness skills. Thirteen
parents and 18 children attended the session along with teachers.

Through Block Party play, youth interacted with adults and learned skills in the areas of math, science,
vocabulary and problem solving.
Parents learned play and com-
munication skills while inter-
acting in block party play.

“Spending time playing with my kids and observing gives me the
opportunity for teaching while having fun.” - 2015 participant

Nutrition Education Program

In 2015 more than 10,000 Hamilton County families received services related to food insecurity. Many re-
cipients are single mothers with small children or food stamp eligible senior citizens. The Family Nutrition
Program gives us an opportunity to connect with underserved audiences with almost no direct cost to the
county.

l PURDUE

“My life and my family has been changed by the NEP

Nearly 5,000 Hamilton County residents received program and Miss Gloria.” -2015 NEP client

nutrition education through nearly 500 demon-

strations, hands-on workshops, one-on-one con-
sultation and additional resources in 2015.
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|4-H Teaches Lifelong Learning & Leadership

4-H helps youth grow in knowledge, skills, citizenship and leadership by providing “hands-on” experiences
that develop self-confidence. There are more than 60 project topics to choose from for grades 3 through 12.
Hamilton County has nearly 2,000 members and over 200 volunteers. Volunteers gave an estimated 14,100
hours of service with a total financial

impact of $312,174.00 on the local
community.

“4-H Junior Leaders has forced me out of my shell and helped me
gain self-respect and confidence in who | am as a person.”
-Hamilton County 4-H Junior Leader

|4-H Science (SET)

e Lucky Robots launched with 50 members and a grant for 15
Mindstorm Robots.

Hamilton County Biotech team was established. Through the
Indiana State Fair, day camps, and club meetings more than 500 youth
were engaged with science from these youth ambassadors.

e 300 youth participated in the Rockets to the Rescue experiment
for National Science Day.

‘A Chance To Serve Youth Community Leadership

The ACTS Youth Leadership Program is five full-day sessions held during the
school day. Upon completion of the program, youth serve on a community
board for one year. Six Hamilton County school systems participated and 58
youth graduated from this community leadership program. Eighty percent
of participants shared an increase of knowledge in the areas of personality
styles, stereotyping, philanthropy, group process and their own community
connectedness. This year we doubled the scope of the ACTS program and
grew our community partnerships.
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HAMILTON COUNTY
2015 YEAR IN REVIEW

28,366

75 adults & youth

promoting healthy
families
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Direct Program
Participants:

648 presentations on
Budgeting and Nutrition
given to 4,957 low-
income families

Youth
Families

Volunteers

1,668 youth

participated in the
Chicken Embryology
program
Discover 2 new educational resources:
Successful Gardening: http://bit.ly/1MgiNNb

ANR Newsletter: http://bit.ly/1PsBj9v

S Master
ardener

L PROGRAM

10 ’ 000+ connections

educating residents in home
horticulture

200+ youth at
educational camps:
4-H Camp
Heritage Skills Camp
Exploring 4-H Day Camp

300 families attended
educational programs on
money management and
family communication

1 “Achievement is not just measured by purple
ribbons and accolades, rather it is best meas-
I8 ured by acknowledging those who have invest-
& ed in my life. By first doing my very best work
and then by taking that investment and paying
it forward to others.”

2013 Ten Year 4-H Member
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15,000 4-H Fair Visitors B & o
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180 4-H Jun%r’i.eaders HEAI_TH

853 Extension
Volunteers donating

41,865 hours
{AS$792,375 value}

4,540 Participants in
150+ hands-on workshops

Promoting Healthy Families 1
connection at a time
School Nutrition Program —> 218
Healthy Walking —_— 72
Local Health Fair Contacts =—» 95

Hungry Planet Display Views —> 1,000+

Purdue Extension Hamilton
County collaborates annually

Follow Purdue
Extension
Hamilton County

30 ©

with more than 200 partners.

rhenk you
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Our Partners

Ag Reliant Genetics

Altrusa International of Hamilton Co.

American Red Cross of Hamilton Co.

Aroma UMC Food Pantry

Beck’s Hybrids

Bethel Lutheran Church

Birthright of Cicero

Boys & Girls Club

Carey Ridge Elementary School

Carmel Elementary School

Carmel Middle School

Carmel United Methodist Church

Cherry Tree Elementary School

City of Noblesville

College Wood Elementary School

Community Bank

Country Children’s Montessori School

Dow Agro-Science

Elementary Teachers

Fall Creek Elementary School

Farm Service Agency

Fishers MOPS Group

Fishers YMCA

Forest Dale Elementary School

Geist Elementary School

Geist Montessori Academy

Girl Scouts of Central Indiana

Good Samaritan Network

Hamilton Co. Beef Cattlemen

Hamilton Co. Commissioners

Hamilton Co. Community Corrections

Hamilton Co. Community Fndn.,
Legacy Fund

Hamilton Co. Convention & Visitors
Bureau

Hamilton Co.Council

Hamilton Co. Council on Alcohol &
Other Drugs

Hamilton Co. Emergency
Management

Hamilton Co. Extension Homemakers

Hamilton Co. Farm Bureau, Inc.

Hamilton Co. 4-H Council, Inc.

Hamilton Co. 4-H Junior Leaders

Hamilton Co. Headstart

Hamilton Co. Health Department

Hamilton Co. Health Fair

Hamilton Co.
Hamilton Co.
Hamilton Co.
Hamilton Co.
Hamilton Co.

Impact

Juvenile Services Center

Kiwanis Clubs

Master Gardener Assoc.

Parks Department

Hamilton Co. Plan Commission

Hamilton Co. Pork Producers

Hamilton Co. Sheep Producers

Hamilton Co. Soil & Water
Conservation District

Hamilton Co. Township Trustees

Hamilton Co. WIC

Hamilton East Public Library

Hamilton Heights Elementary School

Hamilton Heights Educational
Foundation

Hamilton Heights FFA

Hamilton Heights High School

Hamilton North Public Library

Hamilton Southeastern FFA

Hamilton Southeastern High School

Hamilton Southeastern Junior High
School

Harbour Manor

Hazel Dell Elementary School

Healthy Families of Hamilton County

Heritage Hills RC&D

Hinkle Creek Elementary School

Home School Association

HSE Education Foundation Board

Indiana Farm Bureau, Inc.

Indiana Soybean Alliance

Janus Developmental Services

Local Home School Group

Maple Glen Elementary School

Matthew Center

Meals on Wheels

Mohawk Trails Elementary School

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Noblesville Chamber of Commerce

Noblesville Main Street

North Central Co-op

Oak Trace Elementary School

O’Connor House

Open Doors of Westfield

Options Charter School of Noblesville

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School

Parenting Coalition

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.

Prairie Trace Elementary School

Prevail, Inc.

Promise Road Elementary

Promising Futures

Rainbow Promise Preschool

Region 6 JAG

Reynolds Farm Equipment

Riverview Hospital Foundation Board

Rowland Printing

Saint Maria Goretti School

Saint Louis De Montfort School

Saint Theodore Guerin Catholic
School

Sand Creek Middle School

Senior Services of Hamilton Co., Inc.

Shamrock Springs Elementary School

Sheridan High School

Sheridan FFA

Sheridan Public Library

Smoky Row Elementary School

Stony Creek Elementary School

Stonycreek Farm

St. Vincent de Paul

Third Phase

Thorpe Creek Elementary

Towne Meadow Elementary School

Tri-County School Literacy

Trinity Free Clinic

Youth As Resources

United Way of Central Indiana

West Clay Elementary School

Westfield High School

Westfield Intermediate School

Westfield Washington Foundation
Board

White River Christian Church

White River Elementary School

Wisdom Builders Home School Group

WIC of Hamilton County

Woodbrook Elementary School



