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‘Twas the week after Christmas, and all through the town,
People were hustling to get their trees down.
The decorations and lights were boxed with great cheer,
Because Recycling Day was almost here!
Yes, it’s that time of year again: Vanderburgh County’s Holiday Recycling Day will be
this Saturday, January 9. We will be at the old Walmart West parking lot, located north
of the Lloyd Expressway and west of Rosenberger Avenue. The recycling event will run
from 8 am to noon.
This annual event, which is sponsored by the Vanderburgh County Solid Waste District,
encourages the recycling of old Christmas trees. Rather than sending dried up pines
and spruce to the landfill, where they merely take up space, we grind them up into wood
chip mulch. The mulch is given away for free to anyone who wants a bag or pickup
load.
We also will be accepting a wide range of recyclable materials, including: aluminum
cans, cardboard, junk mail, catalogs/magazines, metal food cans, newspaper, glass
containers, and #1 through #7 plastic containers. Please do NOT bring Styrofoam or
plastic bags.
Please be sure to separate these items into different bags or boxes, to make sorting
faster. Also, please remember to rinse out and clean all of the food containers before
bringing them. My Master Gardener volunteers and I have to sort them, and we really
hate spilling stale beer and sour eggnog on ourselves.
All proceeds from the handling and selling of the recycled materials go to the
Wesselman Nature Society. This is one of their major funding sources, to pay for their
educational programs.
There are many reasons why you should get out of bed early Saturday to bring your
recyclables to us. First and foremost is to slow down the filling of our landfill. Christmas
trees are large, bulky, and don’t compress well; they also don’t decay appreciably in a

landfill. Neither does plastic, glass or paper. Paper makes up 35% by weight of all
municipal solid waste going to the landfill. Sorting these materials out and recycling
them prolongs the life of the landfill.
Recycling preserves raw materials, like trees, and saves a lot of the energy required for
manufacturing new materials. To produce one ton of paper requires 390 gallons of oil
and the amount of wood in 17 mature trees. Plastic is made from petroleum products,
and it requires a large amount of petroleum fuel to process the raw materials into a
plastic bottle. The percentage of energy conservation varies with other products: 40%
for glass recycling, 60% for steel and 40% for newspaper.
In the case of our recycling event, another benefit is free mulch. A winter application of
mulch can help prevent frost heaving and cold injury to perennials. Master Gardeners
will be on hand to answer all of your mulching and gardening questions.
For more information on the Holiday Recycling Day, contact the Purdue Extension
Service at (812) 435-5287.

